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THIS MONTH’S COVER 


The colorful lithograph on this issue's 
cover was used by the M. L. Clark & Son’s 
Combined Shows in the 1910 to 1918 period. 
The show used a set of special lithos featur- 
ing the faces of the owner and his son along 
with the main design of the poster. Although 
a mud show its paper was of the best 
quality and this sheet was printed by the 
Donaldson Lithographing Co., of Newport, 
Kentucky. 

The program that appeared on the cover 
of the July-August, Peru Special issue, was 
used by the Hagenbeck-Wallace show during 
the 1908 season, its second year under the 


NEW MEMBERS 


William E. McFann 

1337 G Avenue, N.E 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
William L. McFann 

1337 G Avenue, N.E 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
George J. Keller 

6023 Cambridge Avenue 
Cincinnati 30, Ohio 

Miss Vernice M. Shepler 


120 West Fifth St 

Peru, Indiana 

John A. McNeil 

1930 East Evergreen 
Wheaton, Illinois 

Robert J. Ungewitter 
21136 Hunt Club Drive 
Harper Woods 36, Mich 
Charlie Reid 

400 East Randolph, Rm. 3109 
Chicago, Il. 60601 

Clyde E. Shoop 

538 Crescent Ave 
Lansdale, Pa. 19446 

Chet C. Siedell 

1320 North 41st 

Lincoln 3, Nebraska 
Wallace C. Ross 

676 Erbes Road 
Thousand Oaks, Calif 
William H. Myers 

1323 Asturia Way 

St. Petersburg, Fla. 33705 
Harry Quillen 

418 South Ramona Ave 
Monterey Park, Calif. 91754 
James Nordmark 


, ‘ , . R.R. 1, Sedro 
known in which city it was taken. Wooley. Wash 


SCARISTHAS SRESTINES 


The next issue of the Bandwagon will be the traditional 


combined title. 

The interesting photo appearing on the 
back cover of this issue shows Buffalo Bill 
Cody seated at the wheel of an Atlas motor 
car. The photo was taken in Springfield, 
where the Atlas factory was located. The 
photo was taken around 1900. McClintock 
Collection. 

The photo of the Miller Bros. 101 Ranch 
Wild West baggage stock unloading that 
appeared on the back cover of the May- 
June issue was taken around 1928. It is not 


Chrstmas issue, dated November-December. 'f you wish to 
place a Christmas Greetings advertisement in this issue, please 
send your copy to the Editor, in Columbus, to arrive by 
November 5. The rates are: Full Page, $25-00; Half Page, 
$15.00; Quarter Page, $8.50. REMEMBER YOUR FRIENDS — 
SEND A GREETING THROUGH THE BANDWAGON. 


Miami County Historical Society 


Hugo, Okla 
Alden N. Bice 
3540 Wallingford Ave., N 


Box 333 
suckeve, Arizona 
Walker Morris 
1310 Doucette St 
seaumont, Texas 77701 
John E. Duke 
546 Highland Avenue 
Chambersburg, Pa. 17201 
Chester G. Pidcoe 
R.R. No. 1 
Montgomery, Penna 
Robert P. Olive 
312 Merchants Road 
Knoxville 18, Tenn 
Lt. James R. Evans 
V.P. 1] 
FPO, New York, N.Y 
Clifford J. Schmitt 
2506 Walnut 
Cairo, Illinois 


THE PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 


The Delavan convention has come and 
gone. Details will be found elsewhere in this 
issue. | regretted very much being unable to 
attend, however the vice president, secretary 
and several directors were on hand. Many 
members have expressed to me their satis- 
faction of the fine program arranged by the 
committee. In addition to the parade and the 
Beatty-Cole show perhaps the feature most 
applauded was the panel discussion con- 
ducted by several members on interesting 
topics assigned to them in advance. We plan 
to have this again next year. | would like 
to thank the committee, Bob Parkinson, Fred 
Pfening and Gordon Yadon for the splendid 
job they did in planning and staging the 
1964 convention. We have already received 
an invitation from a local group of members 
to hold the 1965 convention in Lexington, 
Ky., preferably in August. | will be pleased 
to receive additional invitations from other 
interested parties. Please remember that any 
successful convention must have a strong 
support of local members who reside at or 


IT’S CIRCUSIANA! IT’S AMERICANA! 


THE ONE-HORSE SHOW 
The Life and Times of Dan Rice 
A CHRONICLE OF 
EARLY CIRCUS DAYS 


434 Pages — 81 Illustrations 
Price $8.00 


Write for Descriptive Circular and 
Discount Coupon 


JOHN C. KUNZOG 
Author and Publisher 
36 Norton Ave., Jamestown 29, N. Y. 



























near the proposed site. They are the ones 
who must handle the many details of the 
planning and staging. So bear this in mind 
when making your suggestion for site and 
date of the 1965 convention. | expect to 
announce the site and tentative dates for the 
convention in the Jan.-Feb., 1965, Band- 
wagon. 

The membership drive is going well. Since 
its start we have obtained 76 new members 
and if this trend continues should easily reach 
our goal of 200 by the end of next year, 
Unfortunately | have to report that we have 
had to drop a number of members for non 
payment of dues. The directors will be fur- 
nished a list of these. This annual loss of 
members for non payment of dues is a real 
problem, not only for us, but also for similar 
organizations. It means that we must continue 
to press our drive for new members. Many 
are making a serious effort to sign up all 
of their acquaintances whom they feel would 
enjoy membership in the Society. To illustrate 
this just recently Ted LaVelda obtained five 
new members, all of whom are currently 
with the Famous Cole Circus. Similar results 
could very easily be obtained by others if 
they would only make the effort. 

I'm sure every member looks with pride 
on the beautiful Peru Special issue of Band- 
wagon. Editor Pfening is to be congratulated 
on this magnificent effiort. He and his staff 
worked long and hard on this issue and put 
into it a full year of planning and labor. The 
officers of the Society also had a part in the 
production by furnishing articles, illustra- 
tions, and various information used in other 
articles. All members who were called on to 
help cooperated in every way. Secretary 
Condon’s biography of B. E. Wallace is a 
classic and has never been surpassed. Several 
hundred extra copies were printed to meet 
the anticipated demand. These sell for $1.00 
each. They would make excellent gifts to old 
troupers or to other circus friends. Extra 
copies may be ordered from Editor Pfening. 

It has been brought to my attention that 
one of our fine members, Eddie Grapengieser, 
114 Curran Street, Rhinelander, Wis., is con- 
fined to a wheelchair as he has been most 
of his life. Eddie would appreciate hearing 
from other members very much and espe- 
cially would he like letters from those who 
have been connected with circues in the past. 
Eddie of course is fully able to write and 
will be pleased to carry on correspondence 
with all he hears from. 

Secretary Condon is now preparing the 


Milwaukee Parade) 


Air Calliope 





NEW CIRCUS 


Mr. Frank Van Epps, Director and the Sauk County (No. 1 
band of ex-circus 
most stirring all-circus music you have ever heard and if you 
like the “‘call of the calliope” Juanita Beck and her air calliope 
will bring the big top right into your living room. Order these 
333 RPM, long play, STEREO records under my usual “‘satis- 
faction or your money back’ guarantee. 
CIRCUS FAVORITES by Sauk Co. Circus Band 
CALLIOPE CAPERS by Juanita Beck on 


“Send stamp for my list of circus models, books, pictures 
and miscellaneous circus items.” 


BETTY SCHMID 
485 Sleepy Hollow Road 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15228 


final list of members that will go into the 
printed roster we plan to issue shortly. It 
is my idea that this roster should not be an 
elaborate and expensive booklet using up 
valuable funds that in my opinion could be 
more wisely spent on future ‘Peru Special” 
type issues of Bandwagon which is some 
thing of a lasting and permanent value. | 
feel that a low cost simple listing of mem- 
bers, their addresses and phone numbers, 
will be sufficient as that will serve the 
primary purpose of the roster—that of 
enabling members to learn the names and 
addresses of others so they may communi- 
cate with them. 

1 am highly pleased with the recording 
made by the Sauk County Circus Band of 
Baraboo which was advertised in the May- 
June issue. This excellent band playing circus 
favorites is led by member Frank Van Epps 
and this recording should prove a valuable 
addition to the collections of all members 
who love and treasure the old circus marches, 
gallups and waltzes. Several of the familiar 
and previous recorded tunes like Barnum & 
Bailey Favorites are on the disc but the real 
beauty from a historian’s and collector's 
viewpoint is that several selections to the 
best of my knowledge have never been 
recorded previously. These include Floto’s 
Trimphant, E Pluribus Unum and perhaps 
others. In my opinion it is most important 
that bands like this outstanding one in 
Baraboo preserve for posterity in recordings 
the great circus music of the past. Top 
priority should go to famous circus tunes 
like “Under White Tents” by the late C. E. 
Duble, “Eclipse Gallup,” favorite of the old 
Al G. Barnes band, “Sunshine Gallup,” 
“Caravan Club” and many, many others 
which have not been previously recorded. | 
am hoping this fine Sauk County Circus 
Band will soon issue another record specializ- 
ing in previously unrecorded circus music. 

Al Pilz, another one of our members and 
advertisers, has a real jewel in his 1930 film 
of the Miller Bros. 101 Ranch Wild West 
Show. Collectors of circus movies should 
really go for this one. It contains several lot 
scenes showing titled baggage wagons, a 
good look at the cookhouse and steam boiler 
wagon, a look from outside and inside the 
huge arena canopy, the calliope and parade 
riders coming back to the lot from the noon 
“march” downtown, as well as much of the 
performance itself from opening spec to 
conclusion Al got the original print from an 
old 101 Ranch trouper and very generously 





RECORDINGS 


musicians record the 


$4.95 postpaid 


$4.95 postpaid 










































is donating to this old trouper all profits 
derived from this sale. 

Don't forget that Associate Editor Tom 
Parkinson is preparing the 1964 circus sea- 
son's review which will be printed in the 
Nov.-Dec. issue. Tom will need the help of 
all members so as to have this report as 
complete as possible. In years to come this 
will be the most accurate and comprehensive 
source of research available to the circus 
historian. Please send Tom all items of in- 
terest at your earliest convenience and re- 
ports of any future happenings which you 
may be aware of up until the close of the 
season. 


JOSEPH L. TRACY DIES 


Joe Tracy, CHS 106, passed away, after an 


illness of three months, on September 1, 
1964. In his early years he was an animal 
trainer and more recently had exhibited his 


He had 
nearly 20 years. 


miniature circus in various cities. 


been a CHS member for 


COLORFUL NEW CIRCUS BOOK 

The COUNTRY BEAUTIFUL magazine has 
published a colorful record of the July 4 
circus parade held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
Its 64 pages are jammed with color photo- 
graphs taken in the last year as well as 
illustrations that cover the history of the 
circus. 

In seven chapters each facet of the saw- 
dust ring is covered. Lithos are reproduced 
in color from the 1881 Barnum, Bailey and 
World’s 


the Barnum & Bailey 


Hutchinson show, Ringling Bros. 
Greatest Show and 
show at the turn of the century. 

A chapter entitled ‘Faces behind the show’ 
and the 
brothers with their parents. 

The final chapter tells of the Circus World 


Mayme 


shows Jimmy Whalen Ringling 


Museum, in Baraboo, Wisconsin. 
Ward is shown in color preparing the ele- 
blankets for the 1964 parade. The 


renovation of the tableau wagons is shown. 


phant 


It is a book that each fan and historian 
will enjoy reading and owning for years 
to come. If you have not returned the 
circular enclosed with the July-August issue 


you should do so today. 





CIRCUS PHOTOS 
IN 


BRILLIANT COLOR 


List of hundreds with 
Sample 5 x 7 Enlarge- 
ment. $1.00 


MODERN CIRCUS 


PHOTOS 
4840 Jefferson Road 
Clarklake, Michigan 
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THE CIRCUS #1000 WONDERS NOVELTIES oINNOVATIONS 
A WORLD CONGRESS > PEERLESS PERFORMERS 


SEASON OF 1921 
By JOSEPH T. BRADBURY 


The beautifully equipped 25 car circus 
put out in 1921 by Jerry Mugivan, Bert 
Bowers and Edward Ballard under the 
title of Howes Great London Circus and 
Van Ambureg’s Trained Wild Animals 
has long been a favorite of circus photo 
collectors. Very few shows, if any, ever 
surpassed it in photogenic appeal and 
today it stands near the top as an all 
time favorite of collectors and historians 
No doubt the widely circulated prints 
from the Langer and other negatives has 
whetted interest in this 

Like so many other famous old titles 
in American circus history the names of 
Howes and Van Amburg were two that 
were perpetuated and used by operators 
long after the originators had passed 
from the scene. Seth B. Howes died in 
1901 but he personally had not been 
connected with circuses bearing his name 
in over 25 His brother, Nathan, 
and Amburg had been 
for some years before that. The titles 
of Howes and Van Amburg were two 
in the depository of old circus names 
held by Mugivan, Bowers and Ballard. 
An interesting fact to note is that in 25 
years of circus ownership Mugivan and 


show. 


years. 


Isaac Van dead 


Bowers never once used their own names 
for the title of any show they operated 
but continually followed their policy 
from their earliest days of using some 
contemporary well known title 
or a name of value that had been popular 
in days gone by. When they sold their 
holdings to John Ringling in September, 
1929, this transaction, in addition to the 
physical properties of five active cir- 
included almost a dozen of the 
known and wild titles 
of all times. 

Mugivan and Bowers’ first show which 
was put out in 1904 was called the Great 
Van Amburg Show. The physical prop- 
erty for this had from the 
purchase of a railroad circus owned by 
Bill and Frank Smith of Kansas City 
using the Howes Great London Show 
title in 1903. In mid 1908 the 
name of the show was changed from 
Van Amberg to Howes Great London 
Show and the former title was not again 
used until 1921 when it became a part of 
the lengthy title of the show in this 
article. 


circus 


Cuses, 


best circus west 


show come 


season 


[he Howes title was used continuously 
through the 1916 season at which time 


aiiarness HO OY | 


34 sabe Gol jae en 


then travelling on 21 cars, | 
advance, 6 stocks, 8 flats, 
In 1916 Mugivan and Bowers also oper- 
ated the John Robinson Circus on 30 
Cal&s. 

For Howes title was shelved 
and a titled John 
Robinson was put on the road using the 
best equipment from the two 1916 shows. 

In 1918 again, only 
put out by the duo, John Robinson, with 
the number or cars reduced to 28. For 
the seasons of 1918 and 1919 they 
leased the Howes title to Herbert Duvall 
and Chester Monahan for a two car 
circus. 

The post war boom year of 
tremendous for nearly all shows 
Mugivan, and Ed Ballard, 

partner, reaped a small fortune 
thei fine 30 car circues, 
Robinson, and Hagenbeck-Wallace. 

For 1920 they framed a third 

out which was on 15 cars (1 ad- 
stocks, 6 flats, and 4 
Howes Great London Show 
title and named C. D. “Danny” Odom 
as manager. The Don Marcks notes lists 
the 1920 show as having 4 elephants, 4 
sacred wild 
good lineup of sideshow at- 
consisting of a 4 
pole menagerie, 3 pole 
sideshow, and ring stock tent, 
2 baggage stock tents, cookhouse, kitchen, 
Strange Girl pit tent, hot 
stand, and candy stand. A further 
that all train, 
orange. 

[he post war 
1920 and the 3 Mugivan, 
Ballard shows, John Robinson, 
beck-Wallace, and Howes Great 
were all big winners. In late season 
1920 this trio purchased from Fred 
Buchanan, the Yankee Robinson Circus 
and a few weeks later the Sells-Floto 
Circus including the Buffalo Bill title 
and the show’s winter quarters at Denver 
trom the Bonfils-Tammen interests. After 
these purchases Sells-Floto was quartered 
at Denver while the Yankee Robinson 
25 car show (1 advance, 6 stock, 12 
flats, 6 coaches) was sent to the William 
P. Hall Farm at Lancaster, Mo. The 
Howes Great London Show was also 
sent to winter at the Hall Farm. 

During the winter of 1920-21 
Odom was 


it was 


and 6 coaches. 


1917 the 


single 45 car circus 


a single show was 


1919 was 

and 
now 
with 
John 


Bowers, 
[wo 
show 
coaches) 


vance, 4 


using the 


camels, | cow, cages of 
animals, 
tractions and 


pole big top, 3 


canvas 
dressing 
dog 


note 
were 


show 


stated SLC... 


painted 


Wagons, 
boom hit its peak in 
Bowers and 
Hagen- 
London 


Danny 
directed to frame a top 
notch 25 car show which would take to 
the road in 1921 with Odom as manager. 
[he best equipment of the Yankee Robin- 
son show and the Howes show would be 
used with the surplus property sold. Full 


No. 1— Air calliope with 10 pony team at 
side of the Mo., 
spring of 1921. Teams of shows wintering 


north square, Lancaster, 
at the Wm. P. Hall place frequently were 
hitched for trial runs through the streets of 
Lancaster prior to being taken on the road. 


Woodcock Collection 





litle given to the show according 
to the letterhead was Howes Great Lon- 
don and Van Amburg’s Trained 
Wild Animals. The word “Shows” 
used instead of “Circus” 


banner and in the 


new 


Circus 
was 
on the sideshow 
lettering on some of 
the wagons. In general the Howes portion 
of the title was more predominate espe- 
cially in the newspaper advertising and 
other printed matte 
Noted wagon builder 
lom Tucker, was 


and mechanic, 
placed in charge of 
getting the physical properties ready for 
the new and the Feb. 26, 1921, 
Billboard reported that Tom lost two 
fingers in a rip saw accident while doing 
this job 

Che equipment of the 
shows was chosen and the 25 car 
on opening day was 
of | 


coaches 


show 


best rail two 
train 
a beauty consisting 
stocks, 12 flats, and 6 
Although the claimed an 
train such was not the case. 
Ihe cars w ere the wooden and semi steel 
type in common use by then. 


The new 70 steel Mt. 
Vernon flat making their 


ad\ ance, 6 
show 


all steel 


circuses 
and 72 ft. all 


Cars were USI 


= ° 
No. 2 — Classic photo showing (left to right), 
Dan Odom, 
Hall watching the Howes Great London Circus 


Jerry Mugivan and William P. 


train load at Lancaster, Mo., to begin the 


1921 season. Woodcock Collection 


appearance and the first ones had been 
delivered the previous season to Hage- 
nback-Wallace with Al G. Barnes and 
Sparks scheduled to have the same ones 
that had been y Hagenbeck-Wal- 
lace. In fact the Howes opening in 1920 
had to be delayed until the cars arrived 
from Hagenbeck Wallace. That 
had planned to have the new Mt. Vernon 
cars at the beginning of the 1920 season 
but due to a slight delay in receiving 
them had to go ahead and start the 
season on the old wooden cars and of 
course Howes couldn’t move until they 
got the H-W cars. 

The Billboard reported the 1921 Howes 
cars to be painted orange with dark 
brown lettering. Photos indicate the flats 
and stocks to have been painted this 
way while the coaches seem to have been 
orange with the title in white on a dark 
brown letter board. It was an attractive 


used by 


show 


sight. I have been unable to determine 
from which of the two 1920 shows each 
individual car came. The late Bill Wood- 
and | this situation at 
length last year and he was able to shed 
some light on it but not give the entire 
story. Bill said that he 
if the Howe 1920 advance car 
used in 1921 or not but suspected maybe 
a larger car [he Yankee 
Robinson advance car was one of 8 cars 
of surplus equipment sold to the newly 
organized Palmer’ Bros. Circus’ and 
shipped from Lancaster in the spring 
of 1921. Woodcock said he saw the 
1920 Howes advance car and that it 
was a rather short combination 
probably used on an earlier Howe show 
and was not repainted for 1920. On sides 
of the baggage end of the car 
painted a pictorial —that business of 
hunting tigers from backs of elephants. 

[he 6 coaches in the 1921 train were 
numbered 60-65 and were all of the 
vestibule type and although the show 
claimed to have all new Pullmans it is 
rather certain they came from the Howes 
or Yank trains. 

There nine Indian elephants 
accumulated at Lancaster from the herds 
of the two shows. Howes in 1920 had 4 
bulls, Alice, Nellie Lockhart, Lizzie and 
foto. On Yankee Robinson in 1920 were 
five, Rubber, Billy, Mary, Katie and 


cock discussed 


wasn't certeain 


Was 


Was used. 


Carl, 


Was 


were 


if 


saad 


No. 3 — Howes Great London loaded flat cars 
1921 
Railway. Langer Photo 


arriving at a stand over Santa Fe 


Babe. Rubber was sold to Palmer Bros. 
and Billy, a male, was shipped to the 
Sells-Floto Circus in Denver where his 
name was changed to Young Snyder. 
Mary and Katie were also shipped to 
Denver but later they were returned to 
Lancaster before the season opened. For 
the 1921 season the 7 elephants making 
up the herd were, Alice, Nellie Lockhart, 
Lizzie, Toto, Mary, Katie and Babe. All 
were females with exception of the tough 
little male, Toto. 

Other lead several 
camels, a sacred cow, and several zebras 
including the Yankee Robinson “Atlas.” 

The official 1921 route book 
listed three 8 horse drivers, six 6 horse 
drivers, six 4 2 


stock consisted of 


show's 


horse drivers, and three 2 
horse pull up drivers. Since the helpers 
were named separately under the 
classification it can be assumed the show 
carried the number of teams as listed 
which would give the show a total of 
90 head of baggage stock which would 
be about correct for a 25 car 
those days. A huge Mack 


same 


show in 
tractor was 


No. 4 — Bad spotting of train caused cramped 
the 6 
string of flats. Langer Photo 


unloading. Note coaches at end of 





No. titled 


of Howes Great 


sleepers 
Wood- 


5 — Finely painted and 
1921 


London train 


cock Collection 


wagons to and 


pulled the 


carried to assist In moving 


from the lot and at trmes 
steam calliope in parade 
Photos indica’ show to have cal 
ten ¢ s in the 
painted a dark color, 


dont 


ried about menagerie, 
most of them bein 
presumably red or dark orange. | 
have the exact 
by Yankee Robinson in 
Woodcock saw the 
reported 6 cages were present and in all 
probability that was the number of 1920 
If so, this six plus the from Howes 
would give the show an ample number! 
to equip the menagerie. Neither show had 
a cage suitable for a hippo so when the 
young 600 lb. male hippopotamus, “Little 


iges Ca}rl ied 
but Bill 
1919 and 


number of ci 
1920 


show in 


Vic’ was purchased from the Washington, 
D.C., Zoo in Feb., 1921, an adequate 
cage had to be sent from Sells-Floto in 
Denver to house the new 
menagerie This “Little 
Vic” in into the giant 
“Victor” many an offspring 
at the quarters in the late 20's 
and early 30's. When I saw this behe- 
mouth on the John Robinson Circus tn 
1929 I thought then and still do that he 
was the largest hippo I ever saw. 

Caged animals in 1921 included the 
performing leopards, pumas, lions, tigers, 
polar bears and monkeys. A en- 
closed snake den was carried which went 
back until at least 1907 on Mugivan and 
units. Most of the ex Howes 
cages had inside type sunburst wheels 
while the Yankee cages had the outside 
type. 

An outstanding parade led 


Lancaster to 
prize animal. 
later 
who 
Peru 


years grew 


sired 


glass 


Bowers 


magnifi- 


No. 7 — Elephants on way to lot after un- 
loading in early morning. Note clock in back- 
ground shows 5:45. Woodcock Collection 


asset of 
enlarged Ringling- 
Barnum made circus history by dispens- 
ing with their daily street parade in 1921 
but all other major railroad flat car type 
the smaller 
shows continued 
the march. 

As was true of the rest of the equip- 
ment all of the parade wagons with one 
exception came from either the Howes 
or Yank 

The heavily No. 1 
bandwagon was one of the most elaborate 
tableau wagons built and the late 
Bill Woodcock often proclaimed it one 
of his all time favorites. It featured 
carved statues on the corners and deep, 
finely and a 
on the sides. It was painted white with 
the carvings in leaf. At times it 
was hauled by a special 10 horse hitch 
while times an eight was _ used. 
This wagon (see photo 10) inaugurated 
the Circus Wagon History File and was 
pictured on the cover of the May-June, 
1957, Bandwagon, the first issue of the 


major 
show. 


cent bandwagon 


the 


WaS a 
Howes 


circuses aS well as most oft 
gill, and mud 
the time honored tradition of 


railers 


show. 


massive, Car©r\ ed, 


ever 
carved, angels faced disc 


gold 


other 


enlarged size. The wagon was built by 
the Leonhart Wagon Works of Baltimore 
with 
set of wagons built in the winter of 1909 


carvings by Spangers as one of a 
10 for Norris & 
sale of that 
the wagon 


the receiver's 
August, 1910, 
purchased by Wm. P 
Hall. It was later sold to the Mille 
Bros. 101 Ranch Wild West Show and 
was definitely on that show for the 1913 
thru 1916 seasons. In 1917 it was on 
the Buffalo Bill-Jess Willard Wild West 
Show and from 1918-20 on Yankee 
Robinson. 

A large wagon with three panels of 
paintings was used as the No. 2 band- 
wagon. This one originated on the Dode 
Fisk Show in 1910 and was pictured 
extensively and covered in Circus Wagon 
History File, Mar.-Apr., 1962, Band- 


Rowe. At 
show held tn 
Was 


é 
vat 


and Mrs. 


show’s 


No. 6 — Treasurer Adkins 
Adkins in the 
background. Langer Photo 


Jess 


center with train in 


It had been owned by Mugivan 
and Bowers since 1911 and appeared on 
their Great Sanger Shows, Robinson's 
Famous Shows, and was on Howes Great 


wagon 


London as the No. | bandwagon in 1920. 
An eight horse hitch pulled it in parade. 

[he clown band large drop 
frame wagon featuring a full side paint- 
ing of a polar bear and hunter in an 
with the Howes part of 
title painted on the sun- 
A six horse hitch pulled it. This 
wagon (see photo 11) was quite similar 
to several of the same general type owned 
by Mugivan and Bowers in that period. 
[wo wagons which appear to have prac- 
tically the same profile as this one and 
the 1921 sideshow bandwagon are pic- 
tured in a lineup of newly built wagons 
by Moeller Brothers for the Dode Fisk 
Shows in 1909. Since Mugivan = and 
Bowers purchased the Fisk show follow- 
ing the 1910 season and retitled it Great 
Sanger Shows for the 1911 season, I am 
of the opinion that this wagon came to 
them at this time. It had a 
different paintings through 
while on Sanger, Robinson’s Famous, 
but in 1920 on Great London 
the beautiful painting was 
present. 

The sideshow bandwagon was likewise 
a drop frame wagon which had a full 
side painting of a lion hovering over the 
prostrate form of a maiden and was 
commonly called “The Lion’s Bride” by 
Woodcock and other early 


rode a 


arctic setting 
the 


board. 


show's 


series of 
the years 
Howes 
polar bear 


wagon his- 
No. 8 — Elephant herd showing from left to 
right: Babe, Katie, Mary, Toto, Lizzie, Alice 
and Nellie Lockhart. Ed H. 
assistant boss elephant is man between Mary 


(Barnum) Davis, 


and Toto. Woodcock Collection 





hitch 


{ see 


torians. A six horse pulled it in 
parade. This photo 13) is 
believed to have gotten to the show by 
the same route as the clown bandwagon. 
It was the Howes sideshow bandwagon 
in 1920 and the Howes portion of the 
title was painted on the sunboard. 

The only other tableau wagon 
by the show in 1921 that we have been 
able to determine from photos and eye- 
shown in photo No. 14, 
while the wagon was on the John Robin- 
son Circus in 1924. Enough of the wagon 
shows in one of the 1921 Langer photos 
to positively place it on the show that 
season despite some earlier doubt if it 
was there. It is shown in a line of other 
parade unmistakably Howes 
1921. This was the and most 
traveled of the parade wagons. It origi- 
nated as a tableau-den on the Forepaugh 


Wagon 


used 


witnesses 1S 


Wagons 


oldest 


show in the late 80’s or early 90’s and 
later it was on Forepaug-Sells from 1896 
through probably the final 
1911. In 1913 it a part of a group 
of wagons sold by the Ringlings to Rice 
Bros. Colossal Railroad Shows’ which 
that one season. Mugivan & 
Bowers got it after that and it was used 
by them on one of their shows in the 
period 1914-16. Woodcock placed it on 
Howes Great London about 1916 for 
sure. Evidently it was on Howes in 1920 
although photographic evidence has 
failed to show it. If not there then it 
must have been sent to Lancaster from 
Peru quarters in time to join the 1921 
show. 

In 1920 Howes did not have an air 
calliope and although Yankee Robinson 
had one, for reason it did not 
figure in the sale and was retained by 


season of 


Was 


lasted 


some 


No. 10 — The beautiful highly carved No. 1 
bandwagon in parade at Ogden, Utah, May 
9, 1921. Woodcock Collection 


Ne. 12 — Heavy truck pulling the steam cal- 
lione in parade at Ogden, Utah. Note the 


show's unloaded flat cars and stocks on the 


rail siding. Woodcock Collection 


> 
77 | 
It e ia ~ aes 
lcigtidy Y nt 5, 


No. 9—Ed Davis with Toto, a very tough 
little Woodcock 
Collection 


male elephant, in center. 


Fred Buchanan, so therefore no air cal- 
liope was available at Lancaster. It was 
necessary to obtain one elsewhere so an 
air calliope that Sells-Floto had 
at one time was shipped from Denver. 
It had a large keyhole type opening in 
the center and two eliptical shaped mir- 
surrounded by raised carvings on 
either side of the opening. This wagon 
(see photo 1) was pulled in parade by 
a 10 pony hitch. In the late teens Sells- 
Floto had quite a few musical type 
parade wagons. Bill Woodcock told me 
that when he caught the show in 1917 
the parade had in it two air calliopes, 
one steam calliops, a unifon and a large 
organ wagon. 

[he steam calliope had a large lion 
and clown riding mule carving on the 
and was on the Yankee Robinson 
Circus from about 1917 thru 1920. The 
photo 12, was covered in 
Wagon History File, Sept.-Oct., 
Bandwagon. 

Photos that 
plumes were worn by 


used 


rOrs 


sides 


WagZzon, see 
Circus 
1958, 
fancy harness and 
y baggage stock in 
parade, drivers and helpers were uni- 
formed and helmeted, cages had colorful 
banners, and in general the parade pic- 
ture was one of beauty and 
Numerous mounted people, the lead 
stock, and Wild West Section completed 
the march lineup. 

wagons appear to be dark 
colored, presumably the same shade of 
orange the Howes wagons had in 1920. 
[hat was 
Wagons On 


show 


neatness 


Baggage 


a common color for baggage 


some Mugivan and Bowers 


units in those The Mack truck 
titled but none of the baggage 
wagons appear to have been. Undergear 
and wheels were white. 

The show’s executive staff included 
Dan Odom, mgr. and gen. director; Fred 
Asal, mgr.; Jess H. Adkins, secy.- 
treas.; Louis R. Dobson, auditor; George 
W. Ryan, legal adjuster; Frank B. Miller. 
director; John F. Dusch, band- 
master; Ray Daley, sideshow mer.; Frank 
W. Braden, press agent on show; Charles 
Mugivan, front door; H. W. Wingert, 
supt. inside tickets; Jack Beach, advertis- 
ing solicitor; Chas. W. Sweeney, ward- 
robe; Tom Tucker, lot supt.; Harry Sells, 
supt. canvas; Jack Phiffenberger, supt. 
sideshow canvas; Louis Roth, supt. me 
nagerie; Joe Metcalf, elephants: 
Eddie Snow, supt. of baggage stock: 
Farl Greer, supt. of ring stock; R. H 
King, supt. electric lights; Harry V. 
Miller, supt. of gas lights; August Crist, 
trainmaster; Wm. B. Baird, and John 
Hickey, 24 hour men. 

Ihe advance staff was headed by Burt 
Rutherford, gen. agent and traffic megr.:; 
Frank O'Donnell, contr. press agent; 
W. J. Lester and Emory Proffitt, local 
contractors; Clyde Williard and C. | 
Westlake, special Sixteen men 
handled the duties in the advance car. 

Ihe big show band listed 24 musicians 
and the sideshow minstrel band 12. 

Ray Daley’s sideshow had a good 
lineup of attractions including Flizabeth 
Shropshire, mind Queen 


days. 
Was 


asst. 


equest. 


supt. 


agents. 


reader: Pearl, 


world’s smallest soprano; Big Ed, giant; 
Eleanar Kissell, bag puncher; May Bell, 


snake charmer; May Clark, sword 
walker; Prince Bo Bo, Cannibal chief. 
and dancers, Scotty, Montague, Princess. 


May, Fva, Goldie and _ Lucille. Ihe 


No. 11 — Clown Bandwagon No. 17 in parade 
at Ogden, Utah. Woodcock Collection 


No. 13 — Sideshow Bandwagon on the lot 
ready for parade. Painting on side of wagon 
called the “‘Lion’s Bride.” Woodcock Collec- 


tion 





No. 14 — This wagon was used on the Howes 
Great London Circus in 1921. It is shown 
here on John R n’s Circus, Aug. 2, 
1924, at McCook, Ne .—Joe Fleming Collec- 
tion 


minstrel section had seven comedians, 
singers and dancers, in addition to the 
band. | 

Ray Daley owned the No. 2 pit show 
which featured Irene. Eddie Watson was 
manager. 

The official route book listed 19 men 
as big top performers plus the Gene 
Hamil Troupe of 10 Arabs, and there 
were 24 lady artists. Joe Greer managed 
the Wild West concert unit which had 
seven cowboys and cowgirls in addition 
to himself. 

A top notch performance was presented 
featuring a good balance between wild 
animals and regular circus type acts. 
Louis Roth and Chubby Guilfoyle were 
outstanding wild animal trainers and a 
number of acts, all under the general 
direction of Roth, were featured. The 
steel arena remained in place throughout 
the performance. During the years 1921- 
24 trained wild animal displays reached 
their peak in the U. S. and practically 
every major circus was now filling its 
program with them. Strangely enough it 
was during this period that major car- 
nivals generally dispensed with theirs en- 
tirely after having featured them for so 
many years. From 1925 on a gradual 
decline in the number of this type of 
act on circuses set in. 

In the list of animal department per- 
sonnel the route book mentions the name 
of a young man by the name of Clyde 
Beatty. Likewise the list of clowns, 
headed by Kenneth Waite, contains the 
name of one Emmett Kelly. 

For the first time ever the Mugivan- 
Bowers-Ballard combine put four rail- 
road circuses on the road in 1921. In 
addition to Howes Great London they 
had out Sells-Floto, managed by Zack 
Terrell; Hagenbeck-Wallace, managed by 
Bert Bowers, and John Robinson, man- 
aged by Jerry Mugivan. 1] of these 
shows were on 30 cars. The trio of 
owners would soon form the American 


No. 15— Howes Great London No. 1 band- 
wagon on lot with glass enclosed snake den 
at right. Langer Photo 
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Circus Corporation which would control 
a major portion of the circus business 
in the country. 

Other railroad circuses, flat car type, 
on the road in 1921 in addition to the 
four mentioned were Ringling-Barnum, 
Al G. Barnes, Gentry Bros., Rhoda 
Royal, Walter L. Matin, Sparks, Camp- 
bell-Bailey-Hutchinson and Palmer Bros. 
In the gilly railroad class was Christy 
Bros., a top flight 3 car show, one oper- 
ated by Floyd and Howard King, several 
by E. H. Jones and a few more. Fully 
two dozen medium and small mud shows 
were on tour. 

With four shows now on the road 
Mugivan and company could now go 
after nationwide business, and it was soon 
rumored in the Billboard that the en- 
larged Howes show was headed for 
California and the lucrative business 
that had been pretty well gathered in 
each spring exclusively by Al G. Barnes. 
The March 12 Billboard reported that a 
circus war was imminent and that brisk 
warfare would be carried on between 
Howes and Barnes. It was stated that 
Mugivan was reported to have signed 
contracts with Southern Pacific RR that 
would duplicate the Barnes route and 


‘that Al G. and his flock were busy per- 


fecting their defensive plans. The same 
issue of Billboard said that the two shows 
would clash in 32 California towns. For 
example, in Los Angeles Howes would 
be there April 11-12 following Barnes’ 
week stand of March 21. Barnes opened 
the season early, March 8, at Pomona 
and got into the territory first. 

The March 5 Billboard had contained 
the official Howes “call,” advising that 
the train would leave Lancaster, Wed., 
March 16, to open in Albuquerque, N. 
Mex., on March 26. Performers were 
advised to report either to Lancaster and 
ride the train west or to be in Albu- 
querque by the time it arrived. Thus the 
show was making an expensive 1100 
mile run to put it into territory to take 


on the Al G. Barnes show in a battle for 
patronage. Albuquerque was a favorite 
Opening stand for Sells-Floto while it 
was quartered in Denver, especially when 
it was headed for the west coast in early 
spring. 

Jerry Mugivan came to Lancaster to 
personally watch the train load and leave 
for its opening stand. 

The initial run was made in good time 
but a suspected act of sabotage occurred 
when four large performing lions were 
found dead in their cages at Wellington, 
Kan., when the show stopped for food 
and water. A baby camel born in Kearny, 
Mo., March 18, died in Albuquerque the 
day before the show opened. 

The following article appearing in the 
April 16 Billboard is quite complete in 
listing the show’s performance on open- 
ing plus giving other interesting data as 
to tent sizes, parade lineup, and general 
physical layout of the show. 

“Howes London Show. In the Major 
Circus League Class — Show a sight to 
Behold, the parade a Beauty, We Are 
Told.” 

“Phew! That was some ‘run’ from Lan- 
caster, Mo., to Albuquerque, N. Mex., 
but what is a railroad movement involv- 
ing more than twelve hundred miles and 
thousands of dollars to a complete com- 
bination circus and trained animal exhibi- 
tion such as Howe’s Great London Circus 
and Van Amburg’s Trained Wild Ani- 
mals. BS a 

“No writer can do justice to an article 
dealing with the Howe circus, for every- 
thing from the performance down to. the 
physical equipment is that..which the 
most astute showman. might desire. 
Trained wild animals, trained by Louis 
Roth; performers that have gained a 
reputation in their individual lines; 
splendid ring stock; baggage stock in 
abundance of well known ‘dapple gray’ 
variety that would do credit to their 
owners in any heavy draft horse exposi- 
tion; a complete new canvas which causes 
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No. 16 cage. Langer Photo at Kearney, Mo.; Wellington, Kan., and No. 17—Cage with parade flags in place 
Canadian, Tex. The movement was made _ Langer Photo 
the veteran, rry lis, { well with in three days and a half, allowing six and 
pride ll thi upled up with a pel eight hours each at a ‘feeding stop.’ Not 
circus a single mishap was registered. 
and trained wild animal acts surely makes “The season opened March 26 in A\I- 
the Howe show one of the be the buquerque. In spite of cold weather a 
major circus league. It ne of the most practically capacity audience looked the 
wonderfully painted show n the road big show over for the first time and in 
‘The big top is 140 with three fifties, the evening, despite the cold rain, sleet 
the menagerie is a ninety with three 40's, and snow, a good sized ‘house’ greeted 
while the sideshow 1 seventy with three J. F. Dusch and his twenty-five musicians 
sO’s. There are three rings and the big as they headed the big grand entry. The 
teel arena in the big top, twenty-four audiences roared forth their approval of 
cages in the menagerie (Ed. note: Not to each act, and as the trains departed for 
be construed a hat many separate El Paso, the next stand, they were still 
vehicles as old time reviewers often con- ‘whooping it up’ for the Howe circus. 
sidered an individual den compartment The two daily newspapers devoted Jiberal 
as a ‘cage’) and seventeen platforms In Space to the show.” 
the sideshow under the management of [he following program ts the one now 
Ray Daley. Daley deserves credit fol being used, but it is not the set program 
framing up a perfect ‘satisfaction money for the season. Other big acts will be 
getter.’ added 
‘The parade is considerably more than 
a mile in length. Old showmen who have No Tourname) 
‘caught’ the parade join in with spec- fo. —Garilal 
tators in speaking of it in the most glow 
ing terms. tears 
‘The color schemes of the magnificent many 
trains are a solid orange with dark-brown 
trimmings. Every Pullman sleeper, every 
flat, stock and box car is as plumb as 
the master builder can turn them out. No 
gilt was used on any wagon with the 
Howe Circus. 
“The show made three ‘feeding stops’ Roy T! . 
during its run to Albuquerque which was Will Lane gr on yaaa sme ces ” 7 jen , dol No. 19— Little Vic, male hippo purchased 
the opening stand. The stops were made ickey, balance traps: Mr. Benson, Howard from the Washing‘on, D.C., Zoo shown in the 
Knight and Son, Mrs. Smith, former Sells-Floto den sent from Denver to 


e Kesters, : | 
No. 18 — Tiger cage. Langer Photo ing ladders house him. Langer Phofo 
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No. 20 — Howes Greet London Circus on lot 
at Cranbrook, B.( y 23, 1921, with cages 
in foreground and o>eautiful snow capped 
Canadian Rockies in back. Langer Photo 

hurdle. Mr. Clark 


No. 23—Clown mule 


and Carlos Carreon ; 

No. 24—Feature wild animal act. The 
four riding lions in arena worked by Louis 
Roth; Frank B. Miller, equestrian director; 
Wild West Concert: Silver Jose Greer's 
Wild West with Carlos Carreon, Jose 
Greer and Bill Mossman, rope spinners; 
Carlos Carreon and Joe Greer, spinning 
a ninety foot loop: six horse catch by 
Jose Greer: trick riding presented by Bill 
Mossman, Harry Greer and Mrs. Carlos 
Carreon: bronc riding by Bill Mossman, 
Carlos Carreon and Mrs. Carlos Carreon 
The concert closes with a wrestling exhi- 
bition in which Herman Hackenschmidt 
challenges any wrestler to stav with him 
fifteen minutes or forfeit $100.00 (Doc 
Stuart, Show Representative) 

The show next moxed to El Paso and 
then a week of long runs which took it 
across New Mexico, Arizona, and into 
California, April 4, at El Centro. 

A total of 28 stands were played in 
California with Barnes opposition at 18 
of them. Billing was very heavy, oppost- 
tion heated, but if any physical clashes 
between the two advance took 
place the Billboard‘is silent on that score. 

The April 16 Billboard broke the story 
about the death of the lions during the 
initial run stating the animals were 
poisoned and that Pinkerton 
had been assigned to the case. Although 
show officials jealously guarded details 
of the was mentioned that the 
poison was done by a disgruntled em- 
ployee who is alleged to have been “red 
lighted” to get even. Mugivan attempted 
to purchase a number of cat animals 
from the Los Angeles Zoo. 

The show claimed good business dur- 
ing the three day San Francisco engage- 
ment. Two parades were staged. The 
Billboard reported several details of the 
show and said that the featured act of 
the Hamid Arabs (added since the open- 
ing) was a fast tumbling presentation. A 
reviewer praised the wire acts of the 
Arthur brothers, Hap Hazzard, and the 
Knight Troupe. A. H. Knight didn’t 
appear in Frisco because of falls in 
Visalia and Santa Cruz. The colored 
sideshow band, under leadership of Mon- 
tell Proctor, drew raves on its appear- 
ance in the parade, and the reviewer 
remarked that the show’s clowning was 


shows 


detectives 


losses it 
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very good, the wardrobe neat and ex- 
pensive. 

Marysville on May 4 was the last 
stand with Barnes opposition in Cali- 
fornia. The show played Colfax the next 
day and then entered Nevada at Reno 
and moved across the state to Idaho. 
Which show won the battle for the Cali- 
fornia business has never been fully 
documented but Barnes men have tradi- 
tionally claimed victory. For certain Mr. 
Mugivan and company became highly 
interested in obtaining the Al G. Barnes 
show and made numerous efforts over 
the next few years to purchase it, finally 
succeeding on Jan. 5, 1929. 

Barnes continued on up to the west 
coast going into Oregon and Western 
Washington and the battle was tem- 
porarily halted as the two shows moved 
away from each other but it was destined 
to flare few weeks 
Canada. 

Howes moved up through Idaho. 
Shoshone papers gave a splendid after- 
notice especially praising the band. The 
show was at Pendleton, Ore., on May 16, 
at Walla Walla, Wash., the next day, and 
then came back into Idaho for three more 
stands. Spokane was played May 21 and 
the show entered Canada the next day 
with the first stand scheduled at Cran- 
brook, B.C., on the 23rd. Howes then 
moved eastward through British Colum- 
bia, Alberta, Saskatchewan and Mani- 
toba. May 25 at Lethbridge, Alta., saw 
the first of ten Canadian stands with 
Barnes opposition. In California Barnes 
had been about 10 days to two weeks 
ahead of Howes but now Howes was 
going in first. Barnes came into Leth- 
bridge 12 days later on June 6 and 
Howes was generally about this much 
ahead of Barnes in the Canadian stands. 

Ft. Francis, Ont., on June 16 ended 
the Canadian tour and the show entered 
the States for a stand the next day at 
Virginia, Minn. A rail wreck occurred 
enroute to Virginia. The accident was 
minor and no damage resulted but the 
delay caused the loss of the matinee. 

The June 18 Billboard stated that 
Frank (Doc) Stuart, press agent, in 49 
stands so far had landed 39 two column 
front page stories, besides 15 box stories 
and incidents, two A.P. and one U.P. 


again a later in 


Great London 
1921 train. Not cookhouse and water wagon 
with teams hitched to haul them to the lot 


Langer Photo 


No. 21— Unloading Howes 


at Winnipeg 
Brown, a news- 
Billboard 
Edmonton 
30-31 and said the parade con- 
tained 18 cages of wild animals, 4 bands, 
2 calliopes and 54 mounted people and 
that Louis Roth, Nellie Northrup and 
Hattie Guilfoyle who were working the 
wild animal acts were making a big hit 
with the fans. 

Duluth, Minn., on June 20 was the 
last Barnes opposition stand for about 
a month. Howes played a week in Minne- 
sota then went into North Dakota for 
nine stands. R. Cromwell wrote to the 
Billboard that he visited Howes at Minot 
and was pleased with the animal 
especially Louis Roth’s presentation of a 
2 year old lion riding the back of a 
splendid 1600 lb. horse. The traditional 
July 4 dinner was held at Fargo. 

July 6-9 saw the show back in Minne- 
with a two week tour of Iowa 
following. Four Illinois stands were next 
with Barnes in opposition at two of them, 
Bloomington and Champaign. 

[he July 30 Billboard summarized the 
recent weeks of the Howes show as fol- 
lows: “Since return from Canada Howes 
Great London business has been up to 
expectations. In Minn. and the Dakotas 
the show did exceptionally well. Louis 
Roth has his riding lion working. John 
(Chubby) Guilfoyle is working the polar 
bear act and his wife is working the 
pumas. The menage number of 12 horses 
is one of the big hits of the program, 
likewise the high jumping horses worked 
by Silver Joe Greer, Etta Carreon, Hazel 
Hickey, Nellie Roth and Charles Berry. 
Silver Greer has charge of the 
Wild West and Herman Hackenschmicdt, 
wrestler, is meeting all comers. The side- 
show, under direction of Roy Daily, is 
getting good patronage daily.” 

The Aug. 13 Billboard said the show 
arrived in Mommouth, IIl., early Sunday 
morning and the parade was out the 
next day promptly at 11 A.M. There was 
a parade license of $75.00 but merchants 


Doc left the show 
and was replaced by B. 
paper man. Same 
claimed capacity 
on May 


Story. 


issue of 
business at 


acts, 


sola 


Joe 





agreed to pay $50.00 and the show the 
remaining $25.00. Business was fair. The 
article continued giving the following 
summary of stands. Mendota, Ill., every- 
thing on time but the customers. Poor 
business there. Bloomington, Ill., arrived 
late, lot far out, parade at 1 o'clock, 
Messrs. Mugivan, Bowers and Ballard 
visited here, Champaign, 
[ll.. arrived parade 
on time, rained on matinee, but had good 
night. Crawfordsville, Ind., 
arrived early, beautiful lot, parade on 
time, Lafayette, Ind., ar 
rived early, long haul to lot, parade at 
Ball Park, Barkroot’s 
Carnival business good at both 
performances. William P. Hall visited 
at Fairfield, lowa, where the show placed 
him for 8 black horses, 
which arrived at Bloomington and are 
now making a_ splendid showing in 
The baby hippo, Vic, is making a 
hippo in 


business good 


early. lot close in, 
business al 


business good 


12. showed at 


here, 


an order with 


parade 
hit and is probably the 
the world to do an act 
Indiana stands from July 29- 
§ came next with Barnes opposition 
next 


only 


seven 
Aug. 
at Logansport and Richmond. The 
week saw the closest competition of the 
Cincinnati and 
Howes 


Barnes al 
| ouisville, Ky. 
Ihe off and 
on season long battle with Barnes came 
Louisville. Howes then 
eastward into Ohio and West 
Virginia while Barnes went westward 
through Illinois, Mo., and on the long 
trek back to California quarters. 

The Aug. 27 Billboard summarized 
quite thoroughly the recent Howes ac- 
tivities and that the show had its 
top money day of the season at Hills- 
boro, Ohio had been excep- 
tionally good in the middle west but 
it was not until the week of Aug. | that 
it became necessary to seat the overflow 
customers on the straw as was the case 
at Cummingsville, Norwood, Lexington 


season with 
Lexington and 
was in first by only 5 days 


to an end at 


headed 


said 


Business 


Photo No. 22 — Crowded midway ready for 


‘ 


“doors.” Note water wagon in foreground, 
main sideshow on left, Irene pit show on 
right, marquee and menagerie top in far 
background with big top in left rear. Langer 


Photo 


and Louisville, which had two capacity 
audiences. At evening performances in 
Louisville people were packed to the 
ring curbs and a late arrival was all that 
stopped a huge afternoon § turnaway. 
Business on this day was just a few 
dollars short of the banner date at Winni- 
peg. At Hillsboro, the top money 
so far, saw an afternoon turnaway and 
a capacity night house. Town was show 
hungry being four years fresh. Good 
reviews appeared in both Cincy and 
Louisville papers with latter having a 
three column pictorial layout. At Cynthia, 
Joe Greer purchased a beautiful blue- 
grass thoroughbred named “Golden 
Glow,” said by papers to be the most 
horse in America. 

Ihe show began its southern tour Aug. 
27 at Manasas, Va. Although shows in 
their Billboard usually claimed 
good business regardless, it was generally 
known that the sharp recession that set 
in following the post boom 
hurting all outdoor show business 
badly. The Sept. 3 Billboard 
that conditions in the 


business were not 


date 


> eel 


letters 


war was 
very 
reported 
south for show 
good but that North 
Carolina seemed to be best and that 
nearly every town in the Tarheel state 
was to have a circus with Howes Great 
london, Sparks and Cole Bros. making 
a bid for business. 

Ihe Sept. 10 
Howes 


ginia, 


Billboard 

business in Ohio and 
New Lexington 
despite a cloudburst, Ubhrichsville 
Cambridge packed the big top twice, 
Clarksburg, W. Va., had a jammed 
matinee and a real dyed in the wool 
turnaway at night. No show had paraded 
there in years due to the narrow, hilly 
and bridged streets but Dan Odom made 
three trips over the parade route and 
parade. Good business was 
also experienced Aug. 25 at Hancock, 
Md. 

[he show played extensively through 
Virginia and North Carolina before en- 
tering South Carolina Oct. 11 at Mullins. 
[he second and last of the season's rail 
accidents took place between Washing- 
ton, N.C. and Plymouth, N.C., on a 
Sunday run. Only a few hours delay 
with only minor damage to the show's 


summarized 
West Vir- 

was big 
and 


Stating 


decided to 


equipment. The Sept. 24 Billboard re- 
ported it as follows: 

“Howes Great London Circus train 
encountered a spread rail Saturday night, 
Sept. 10, backing onto an ACL siding at 
Parmele, N.C., to permit the passing of 
a passenger train and a king pin on one 
flat broke wrenching the car bed from 
the trucks and hurling the electric light 
plant wagon, the jack wagon, and a seat 
wagon into a ditch. The perfect rolling 
equipment averted a serious catastrophe 
as the train stopped instantly upon the 
application of the air. That and the rate 
of speed being low saved the piling up 
of several flats and coaches.” 

Mullins, the first stand in South Caro- 
line, offered the nothing extra- 
ordinary in the way of business but will 
be remembered by the troupe for Louis 
Roth’s operation on a broken tooth of 
one of the lions, Brutus, so was reported 
by the Billboard correspondent. He also 
that Ray Daley’s sideshow had 
been doing good business with the min- 
strel show now using 21 people and the 
correspondent faceously mentioned that 
Ray's ballyhoo stand resembles the en- 
semble of a big Broadway 
slightly sunburned. 

A later Billboard report said the night 
stands in South Carolina were picking 
up and that at Union the crowds espe- 
cially were delighted with the show. On 
the run from Union to Aiken, a jump of 
142 miles, the Howes show passed the 
John Robinson trains enroute. Each 
troupe was travelling in two sections, but 


show 


Stated 


review — 


the Howes trains, because of the longer 
haul, had the right of way. Greetings 
were called as the shows passed. Howes 


arrived in Aiken at 10 A.M. but parade 
was made promptly at 12:30 and the 
afternoon show began at 2:30 to a three- 
quarter house. Night business was com- 
fortably capacity with only one short 
section of reserves on the back side 
“out.” The same report said that Eddie 
Walton, formerly with the balloon con- 


Photo No. 23 —Train halted due to broken 
flat car which caused delay on move from 
Ont., Minn. Note 
show's title on elephant car at far right. 
Langer Photo 


Ft. Francis, to Virginia, 





Photo No. 24 — String of loaded flat cars must be given Tom Tucker, supt. and Photo No. 25 — Sideshow bannerline with 


halted for slight rail accident due to broken Dutch’ Christ, trainmaster. [The run from _ attractions on outside bally platform. Note 


flat enroute to Vorginia, Minn. Note cook- Helena to Americus, the Monday stand, show’s complete title on entrance banner 
house wagons and stake driver have been was made in two sections.” Langer Photo 
loaded on replacement system cars with lhirteen stands were play “dd Florida 


which ind one - Richmond, Calif., San 
Photo id been experienced lately. The Bill Francisco, Calif., and Lancaster, Calif.., 


title of International Canada on sides. Langer 1d to better business tha 
that Florida was giving the the last named town with one show and 
show splendid night houses with matinees no parade No days were lost. Half days 
At Jacksonville rain began at | P.M lost were nine. Five parades were missed. 
hurt a matinee which was plainly to. Half show days were seven 

the banner one of the season. It had Actual figures as to how the 25 cai 
three-quarter house but the al show faired as compared to the smaller 
stopped later and at night the show ha 920 show are not available, but in 
packed house. Messrs. Mugivan general business on nearly all shows was 
throughout allat ame on the show that day to ably less in 1921 than a year 
the south an although the Howes disc winte and 1922 plans. with irlier due to the business recession and 

correspondent still reported ( 0 manager Dan Odom the bad cotton crop in the south. 
ness and sounded optimistic, the John [he big business came at Tampa where [hus ended the big season in which 
Robinson show, also playing in the same the show did three shows, two of them tradition has held that Mugivan  pur- 
territory, frankly wrote that conditions at night, in order to satisfy the overflow posely went out to get Al G. Barnes 
were poor in the south crowds. The correspondent remarked that Other opposition dates would be played 
In those day he ate of Georgia [ampa seemed to be the most prosperous’ with Barnes in the next few years but 


an especially 


? 


town in the south they were mainly in the mid-west. AIl- 
[hree more Georgia stands were played though Mugivan sent Sells-Floto west- 
before the closing stand at Opelika, Ala., ward and into the Pacific Coast area in 
nidnight Saturday until midnight on Nov. 14, with the traditional big feed the late summer and fall several seasons, 
However, tf the LPaill Was f In the cookhouse Ihe show then moved never again did ne send a show directly 
on the road and tra\ ng prior intO winter quarters at Vandiveer Park tnto the Barnes territory in California 
ioht Saturday it wa not required in Montgomery Ala in the early spring [Or a direct clash 

lo avoid the absurd and vicious with that show. 
law and the inconvenience 1 asus The official route book issued by the Next season there would be a con- 
the Nov. § Billboard reported what C show gave the season's statistics and centrated effort for the show to gather 
Howes show did to avoid it llow highlights. The show travelled 17.437 business in the old Gollmar and Yankee 
“One of the rettiest run n the miles. exhibiting in 2 states and §S Robinson territory \ subsequent article 
innals WwW DUSIN Was registered provinces of Canada longest run of the will appear concerning the Howes Great 
Saturday night, . when Howes season was 1100 miles from Lancaster, london Circus in which the title of the 
Csreat London C1] l Pave a complete Mo.. tO the opening stand al Albu show was changed LO Gollmar Bros. tor 
night pertormance, tore down, loaded, querque, N.M.. which was one of the the 1922 
and pulled out of Eastman, Ga., with longest runs on record. Longest Sunday [he late Bill Woodcock furnished 
such dispatch as to reach Helena, Ga., run was 365 miles from Winnemucca, much of the information used in this 
20 miles away before midnight, thus Nev., to Ogden, Utah, and longest week article as well as the majority of illus 
complying with the law in respect to. end run was 185 miles from Emporia, trations. I would like to thank Don 
Sunday movements. The show, which Va., to Greensboro, N.C. Shortest run Marcks for the special help he rendered 


season 


left Eastman on the Southern, was mov was 4 miles from Cumminsville, Cin in researching material in the official 
ing over the Seaboard line at Helena cinnati, Ohio, to Norwood. Sunday show route book and for providing informa- 
at 11:45 P.M. Great credit for the feat dates were four, Yuma, Ariz., parade ion from his files. 


. : tiverside, Calif 
Official Route sabapbagag ‘alif. 
Howes Great London Circus and Van Amburg’s | Anaheim, 
. E ce Santa 
Trained Wild Animals — Season of 1921 9 San Diego. 
Enroute 
Los Angeles, 
Los Angeles, 
: 3 Whittier, Cal 
CB&Q, santa Fe } Long 3eac! 


) 
; 


Railroad 


I 
Santa 
Lanc: 


Taft. ¢ 


Visalia, C: 

: ; Hanford, 
PA SW 2: Fresno, C: 
Sou. Pac . 2 Stockton, 
Pat Richmond, 





Oakland, Calif. 
Santa Cruz, Calif. 
Gilroy, Calif. 
San Jose, Calif. 
29-May 1, San Francisco, Calif. 


Ma | 
if Santa Rosa, Calif. ....4.e0s0%+%40% Sou. 


Sacramento, Calif. 
Marysville, Calif. 
Colfax, Calif. 
Reno, Nevada 
Winnemucca, Nevada 
Sunday 

Ogden, Utah 
Pocatello, Idaho 
Twin Falls, Idaho 
Shoshone, Idaho 
Boise, Idaho 
Caldwell, 

Sunday 

Pendleton, Oregon 
Walla Walla, Wash. 
Lewiston, Idaho 
Moscow, Idaho 
Kellogg, Idaho 
Spokane, Wash. 
Sunday 

Cranbrook, B.C., Canada 
Fernie, B.C. 
Lethbridge, Alta. 
Medicine Hat, Alta. 
Calgary, Alta. 
Calgary, Alta. 
Sunday 

Edmonton, Alta. 
Edmonton, Alta. 


Vermillion, Alta. 

No. Battleford, Sask. 
Prince Albert, Sask. 
Saskatoon, Sask. 
Sunday 


Regina, Sask. ..........-----2-00- Can. 


Moose Jaw, Sask. 


Estevan, Sask. ...............005- Can. 


Weyburn, Sask. 

Souris, Man. 

Brandon, Man. 
12 Sunday 


6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
29 
30 
31 


Hamilton, Ohio 

Sunday 

Cincinnati, Ohio .. 

Norwood, Ohio 

Cynthiana, Ky. 

Lexington, Kv. 

Shelbyville, Ky. 

Louisville, Ky. 

Sunday 

Hillsboro, Ohio . : 
Washington CcFt; ‘Ohio ........ 
New Lexington, Ohio 
Coshocton, Ohio 

Uhrichsville, Ohio 

Cambridge, Ohio 

Sunday 

Clarksburg, W. Va. 

Grafton, W. Va. . 

Keyser, W. Va. 

Hancock, Md. 

Charlestown, Md. 

Manassas, Va. 

Leesburg, Va. 

Alexandria, Va. 

Culpepper, Vas scicbaccedad ede ve Southern 


September 


Goldsboro,..N.Ci-cses bees s ence leas. Atlan. 
Reidsville, N.C. Southern 
South Boston, Va. 

Sunday 

Richmond, Va. 

Goldsboro, N.C. 

Wilson, N.C. 

Greenville, N.C. 

Kingston, N.C. 

Washington, N.C. 

Sunday 

Plymouth, N.C. 

Suffolk, Va. SAIN ses 
Emporia, Va. Southern 


'Greensboro, N.C. Southern 
ALY. 


Mount Airy, N.C. 

N. Wilkesboro, N.C. Southern 
Sunday 

Elkin, N.C. 6 Southern 
Lexington, N.C. Southern 
Salisbury, N.C. oo Southern 
Hillsboro, N.C. Southern 
Oxford, N.C. 


13-14 Winnipeg, Man. . Northern Henderson, N.C. 
Rainy River, Ont. . Northern Sunday 


Ft. Frances, Ont. . Northern Norfolk, Va. 


Virginia, Minn., 
Superior, Wisc. 
Sunday 

Duluth, Minn. 
Colquet, Minn. 
Bemidji, Minn. 
Thief River, Minn. 
Crookston, Minn. 
Grand Forks, N.D. 
Sunday 

Devils Lake. N.D. 


Jamestown, N.D. 
Valley City, N.D, 
Sunday 

Fargo, N.D. 
Wahneton, N.D. 
Sauck Center, Minn. 


St. Cloud, Minn. ................. Gt. Nor. 


Stillwater, Minn 
Red Wing, Minn. 
Sunday 

Dubuque, Iowa 
Oelwein, Iowa 
Charles City, Iowa 
Mason City, Iowa 
Algona, Iowa 
Webster City, Iowa 
Sunday 

Boone, Iowa 
Perry, Iowa 
Grinnell, Iowa 
Oskaloosa, Jowa 
Knoxville, Iowa 
Fairfield, Iowa 
Sunday 
Monmouth, Ill. 
Mendota, Ill. 
Bloomington, Il. 


Portsmouth, Va. 
Franklin, Va. . 
Roanoke Rapids, N.C. 
Louisburg, N.C. 


aaorer 


Sanford: N.C. 

High Point, N.C. Southern 
Concord, N.C. Southern 
Shelby, N.C. 

Lincolnton. N.C. 

Monroe, N.C. 

Sunday 

Waynesboro, N.C. 

Rockingham, N.C. 

Mullins, S.C. 

Georgetown, S.C. i 
Hartsville; S.C. cocci ei ecw ew cde ds Southern 
Camden: GiGi. cca eects aoa oka Southern 


Southern 
Southern 
Southern 

Statesboro, "Ga. 

Dublin, Ga. 

Eastman, Ga. 

Sunday . 

Americus, Ga. ......... 0c eee ee Sou, SAL . 


Bainbridge, Ga. .................. C of G, GF&A 


Tallahassee, Fla. 

Quincy, Fla. 

Live Oak, Fla. 

Jacksonville, Fla. 

Sunday 

Palatka, Fla. ........... tc oseiie Shy Rae se ACL 


November 


Deland, Fla. 

Sanford, Fla. 
Orlando, Fla. 
Arcadia, Fla. 
Lakeland, Fla. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
Champaien. Ts... veces sae es Big Four 6 Sunday 
Crawfordsville, Ind. Big Four 7 Tampa, Fla. 
Latayette; Ind. . .1ke esses arenes Monon 8 Ocala, Fla. . 
Sunday 9 Gainesville, Fla. 

August 10 Waycross, Ga. 

1 Logansport, Ind. 11 Cordele, Ga. 

Rebanen: Inds okey civ ches Gaiatien Penna. 12 Dawson, 

Anderson, Ind. 18 Sunday 

Marion, Ind. 14 Apelika, Ala. 

Richmond, Ind. SEASON ENDS 





More About The U. S. Motorized Tableaus 


By FRED D. PFENING, JR. 


In the January-February, 1962, 
of the Bandwagon Bradbury 
an article about the’ tableau 
originally built for the Frank Spellman 
U. S. Motorized Circus. When additional 
photos turned up he later wrote an addt- 
tional the Ihe 
article appeared in the July-August issue, 
196? 


Following 


issue 
Joe wrote 


WaZons 


article on show second 


our bringing Band- 
new material 
this third installment 
on the show 1s being published. 

In his original article Bradbury referred 
to a huge stock (security) promotion 
launched by the “Huge” the 
word for it. The opening blast was a full 
page ad in the Sunday edition of the 
Ohio, BLADE, June 3, 1917 
followed with half page ads a 
Harold J. Packard was 
the fiscal agent and was in charge of the 
stock sale. The price Was $10 per share 
The theme of the 30% 
dividends to stockholders, 
savings of the “exorbitant” 
Ihe continued 
as “The United 
Corporation ts the first circus to 
stock to the public.” “All the 
millions of 


policy 


wagon readers additional 


as it is discovered 


show Was 


loledo., 
his was 


week or so later. 


suggested 


through 


ads 
the 
charges of 
with such 
States Circus 
offer 
leading 
circuses have made dollars 
for the private owners. Tremendous 
profits will be made by this, the FIRST 
AUTO AND MOTOR TRUCK CIR- 
CUS, which had more nationwide 
publicity than all other com- 
bined.” The lucky residents of Toledo 
were allowed a quota of only $100,000, 
that being the amount set aside as the 
rightful due of whatever city that cap- 
tured its winter quarters. The city of 
Toledo was to benefit further by the 
amount of money that would be 


railroads. ads 


Stalements 


has 


circuses 


large 


spent in building the winter quarters and 
In constructing the show. 


Drawings of 
appeared at the top 
full page ad. These 
here. 


the tableau trucks 
and bottom of the 
drawings are shown 

By August of 1917 One of the trucks 
had been delivered to the and 
appeared on the streets of Toledo, to let 
prospects know that the show was getting 
Started in a material The August 
the Blade “the first 
circus float built is 
about the streets of Toledo.” 


Ihree days later the truck was taken to 


show 


way. 
13 issue of 
motorized 
ambling 


Stated 


ever 
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The PANAMA float in its original state, 
on a Kelly Springfield track. 


The 


GREAT BRITAIN 


tableau, which was 


last seen on the Cole show in 1939, is shown 


on the truck. 


Could this be the 16th float? Perhaps 
because it was on a Willys-Overland truck 


and not a Kelly Springfield, 


recorded with the other 15. 


it 


was 


not 





HIRDS-“LYE VIEW 


Ohio, to 
that city 


Fostoria, pep up the sale of 
Ihe August 16 
of the Fostoria Times identified it as the 
“United States.” This continued 
by stating that all the major nations of 
the world would be depicted ON Wagons, 
with the exception of Germany 


stock in issue 


article 


It further 
advised that a float representing Germany 
had been built in the 
Zeppelin, but that it 
and would not 


form of a 
had 


greal 
been cut out 
be used 


In October an article appeared in the 
Blade stating that five motor floats from 
the United States Circus Corporation 
would make their first public appearance 
October 4 in the National Red Cross 
Pageant in New York City. Things were 
moving well and another full page ad- 
vertisement appeared in the Toledo news- 
paper. This ad that strict em- 
bargoes had recently been placed on the 


advised 


moving of outdoor shows by a group of 
the large trunk line railroads, and thus 
more than likely the -U.S. show “in 
every human probability will be the only 
circus traveling next year.” We conserva- 
tively estimate that this stock — now sell- 
ing at par — $10.00 a share — will yield 
100% dividends.” “On May 6, 1918, the 
Million Dollar Motorized Circus will 
open its first season in Toledo.” This ad 
was illustrated with a fine drawing of 
the full lot as shown in the reproduction 
here. 


A tract of land was purchased at 
Monroe Street and Secor Road in 
and it was announced that construction 
would start in September of 1917, with 
the main building 800 square feet in size 
A drawing of the proposed winter quar- 
ters was used in a promotional circular. 
This drawing is shown here. A different 


I oledo 


n oe ee vu eT 


Tone @ 


drawing showing another artists concep- 
tion of the building layout appeared in 
the newspaper. 


In one of the larger circulars, printed 
in two colors, three of the trucks were 
shown. These are reproduced here. This 
is the first photo found of the Panama 
float mounted on a truck in its original 
state. But the real discovery is the illustra- 
tion of a float that was “emblematic of the 
motor mastery of the entire world.” This 
body was mounted on a Wills-Overland 
truck, and was a bit like the famous Two- 
Hemisphere bandwagon. The question is, 
could this have been the 16th tableau 
made by Bode for the show. It is logical 
that a “world” float would have comple- 
mented the designs representing various 
countries. Perhaps in time this question 
will be answered. 


Chalmer Condon’s Letterheads 


This letterhead used in 1910 is in ful! color. The rope design 
lettering is in brown. The border is in gold. 
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S Truth or Fiction ye, 


* 


> LY, 


thre V¢ 


“Not only 


rormers fine 


are CITCUsS 
technicia 
also Crea ] artists 

Cat f 1di \ idual cit [ 
new birth.” 


Irving K. 


creation a 
Pond 
PART IIT, THE FLYING 
TRAPEZES 
(LES VOLANTS) 
At the time of Alfredo 
retirement it was presumed that, 
many Mexican flying Hood- 
ing the circus rings of the world, sooner 
the King’s compatriots 
the crown. But than 
already 


( odona’s 
forced 

with so acts 
or later one of 


would inherit more 
elapsed 
taken 
fact, of 
leapers pel 


three 


decades have 
Mexican leapel 
throne. As a matter of 
itin-American 
the last 
few could be considered in a class 
Fay Alex 
ander, Tony Steele or Reggie Armor. 
\lready the 
installment were Rodriguez 
Lalo Palacio Among 
lito Goana, Cicente and 
and I homaceses Luna 
will 


a Moot question. 


three 
and no 
the 
many | 


has vet 
OVC! 
the 
forming during decades, 
only 
such 


with contemporaries as 


mentioned in previous 
Rogel and 
the best today are 
Ignacio Ibarra, 
But whether any- 
one of these ever become heir to 
the crown Is 

looming as perhaps the strongest con 
tender is Victor “Tito” Goana who, with 
Papa Goana as catcher and_ brother 
Armando and Chela as additional 
leapers, is the featured artist of The Fly- 
ing Goanas. Like Codona who grasped his 
first fly-bar at the early age of 10 (which 
is about 5 years earlier than usual) Tito 
also climbed the paternal fly-traps rigging 
at the Today, only 16 
years of age, 5 foot 5 and 135 pounds, 
already turning the triple with 
and elegance —and with a 60% 
Which is indeed a 
promising average for any 16 year old! 

Interesting is the fact that the very 
first triple he caught in 1960, when only 
13 years of age, was with Fay Alexander 
at the catch-trap. Since then, Tito has 
been improving steadily and swiftly — 
and with the assurance and grace of an 
Alfredo Codona. If one is to accept the 


appraisal of such an expert as Fay 


sistel 


same tender age. 
lito is 
ease 


average of catches. 
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Legend or Fact 


By PIERRE COUDERC 


Alexander, Tito Goana and Reggie 
Armor today are the two most promising 
flyers y virtue of their aesthetic 
form and elegance of execution, could 
reach the heights of a Codona — “if thei! 
shoulders hold out!” 

Naturally it is impossible to make any 
comparisons between these two splendid 
artists at this time, for Tito being only 
16 years old has a long time to go before 
peak capabilities, while 
Reggie, already 34, has the advantage of 
a fully developed muscular strength, but 
also the disadvantages of becoming more 
prone to sprains and with each 
progressive year. We can but earnestly 
pray that “their shoulders will hold out” 
and that they both will reach the heights 
of greatness 

Parenthetically, it should be mentioned 
that by the time this Is in print, Reggie 
Armor have dissolved his partner- 
ship Bob Yerkes. Henceforth, 
Armor’s new catcher will be Walter 
Patterson and the act will be known as 
[he Flying Armors. In the meanwhile 
Bob Yerkes, who retains the title of The 
Flying Artons, Is practising with a most 


who, by 


reaching his 


tears 


will 
with 


The Great Gaonas left to right, Armondo, 
Chela, Tito, the 17 year old flyer, and Victor, 


the catcher. Photo from the Gaonas. 


The above sketch by Bill Ballantine is from 
TRUE magazine and is copyright by Fawcett 
Publications, Inc. It is of Fay Alexander ond 
catcher Bob Yerkes. 


promising leaper named Don Martinez - 
whom he feels will be doing the triple 
within a year! Considering that Bob 
Yerkes, at one time or other, was on the 
catch-trap with such masters of the triple 
as Alexander and Armor, his appraisal 
of this new leaper must be accepted as 
more than just an idle boast. May their 
shoulders “hold out’ —and their 
fondest expectations become a realiza- 
tion! 

Among professionals there are some 
who contend that either Vicente or Ig- 
nacio Ibarra should become rightful heir 
to the crown — if only because both are 
the only leapers besides Tony Steele to 
execute the triple-and-a-half. To be sure 
the Ibarra Bros. are indeed outstanding 
artists on the flying traps. With the oldest 
brother, Juan, now 40, and 
Vincente, 35, and Ignacio, 38, as leapers, 
today the Ibarras present as great a 
fiying traps number as can be seen over 
any circus ring. 

The Ibarras’ achievements are not too 
surprising, considering that those Mexican 
artists are descendants of an old 
dynasty and related by marriage to 
another old circus dynasty named Los 
Ataydes, “barrists emeritus” and 
now proprietors of the famed Circo 
Atayde. 

The Ibarras, renowned the world over 
for two decades as the “ne plus ultra” 
of all barrists, didn’t take to the air until 
1958, when Art Concello prevailed upon 
them to move from their 5 bars on the 
ground to a 3 bar rigging high above the 
net. Then, in 1959, Concello again pre- 
vailed upon them to give up the aerial 
bars and switch to the fly-bar and catch- 
trap. It didn’t take long for those master- 
ful artists to make the transition. Com- 
pared to the arduous grind of the hori- 
zontal bars, the fly-bars came relatively 
easy. So much so that by 1962, not only 
Ignacio but also Vicente were turning 
triples to Juan’s hands! 

By now the triple has become “almost” 


also 


as catcher, 


circus 


also 





Lalo Palacio on the left, with the Palacio Fly- 
ing Act, when they appeared with Polack 
Bros. Circus in 1957. Burt Wilson Collection. 


routine for the Ibarras. In December of 
1963, at the Circo Atayde in Mexico 
City, they not only executed the triple 
daily, but also went all out for the triple- 
and-a-half! At the time, some chroniclers 
reported that they were presenting it at 
every performance and catching it with 
a 70% average. But that was more fiction 
than fact. The 70% average report was 
actually on the triple—and NOT the 
triple-and-a-half. Like Tony Steele and 
Billy Woods, the Ibarras are the first to 
modestly admit that the triple-and-a-half 
presents too many difficulties to attempt 
publicly at every performance. When in 
good form and prevailing conditions per- 
mit, they will attempt it publicly — but 
they readily concede that the day may 
never come when they can attempt it at 
every performance. 

No one will question that, with or 

without the triple-and-a-half, the Ibarra 
Bros. today present just about as great a 
flying trap act as any ever seen over a 
circus ring. But whether or not either 
Vicente or Ignacio can ascend the throne 
is a moot question — for time is against 
them. Had either one started his career 
on the fly-traps instead of the bars, there 
is no doubt that one or the other could 
have become another Codona long ago. 
By now already 35 and 38 years of age 
respectively, it become doubtful that 
either one can reach such heights — for 
each passing year will increase the odds 
against “those shoulders holding out.” 
But even if neither Vicente or Ignacio 
never wear that coveted crown, they shall 
always remain great fly-bar artists! 
No doubt during that December of 
1963 some of the spectators attending 
the Circo Atayde must have blinked their 
eyes in utter disbelief, for on the same 
program were also The Luna Bros. — 
who, too, were catching triple at every 
performance, with an average of 
70%! 

Never confines of 
Mexico, this act should be more properly 
named “The Luna Family,” for it 
sists of three brothers and two 
all of which are splendid performers - 
not only on the fly-traps but every other 
phases of acrobatics. Oldest of the clan 
at 24 is Jose, working from the catch-bar, 
then Ricardo, 22 and Francesco, 20, after 


also 
seen outside the 


con- 
sisters, 


which come sisters “Fue,” 
18. 

Papa Luna, who taught them, can cer- 
tainly be proud of all his ninos and ninas, 
for it is seldom that one can find such 
finished performers at such an early age. 
To be sure, the Luna Bros. haven't yet 
acquired the “finesse” of the Ibarras, but 
if one is to judge from their present per- 
formances and form (and if. their 
“shoulders hold out’) they could soon 
equal the Ibarras and — given a few 
years — even surpass them! 

Though all three of the Luna Brothers 
are slightly shorter in height than the 
Ibarras, the verve, grace and elegance of 
their spectacular passes make for a 
magnificent performance. At 24, Jose is 
about as fine and reliable a catcher as 
ever swung from a catch-trap, and Fran- 
cesco, only 20, is about as great a leaper 
as seen today. By now his average of 
catches for the triple is already up to 
80% and soon it should soar to 90%. 
More important is the assurance, ease 
and with which he literally 
“flies” through the air, which stamps him 
as a truly great performer who, within 
a few years, could very well challenge 
all other aspirants to the crown! 

It is to be hoped that, upon the termi- 
nation of their long term contract with 
Circo Atayde, American and European 
circophiles will be given an opportunity 
to see these splendid artists outside their 
native Mexico. 

Not quite in a class with the Ibarras 
and Lunas should be mentioned The 
Flying Gibsons, currently with the Ring- 
ling Show, where they have been per- 
forming for the past 4 years, featuring 
Francisco Navas as the leaper, and Helio 
Marcazzo on the catch-bar. Francisco, a 
diminutive Equadorian, only 5 foot high 
and weighing 110 pounds, started on the 
fly-bars when 16 years of ago, participat- 
ing in his father’s “bar-to-bar” number. 
then touring with various circos through 
the Latin-American countries. 

After switching from bar-to-bar to a 
catcher, Francisco Navas started catching 
his first triple during 1960 — gradually 
bettering his average until now, at age 
33, he is presenting the triple at almost 
every performance and catching it 6 
times out of every 10 attempts. 

Obviously a 60% average is not very 
spectacular. No doubt his average will 
continue to improve. But even if Navas 
should ever reach a 90% average, it is 
doubtful that the litthe Equadorian can 
ever reach the heights of a Codona or 
even an Armor — not because he lacks 
the ability or determination, but because 
he lacks the physical attributes that make 
for the grace and elegance of an aesthetic 
performance. 

[he latest to be admitted to that ex- 
clusive “Triple Club” is Adrian Catarzi, 
of the Flying Seminoles —a flying act 
born out of the Florida State University. 
It would be difficult for any fiction writer 


10 and Berta, 


elegance 


The Flying Gibsons, left to right, Helio 
Marcazzo, catcher, Alice Andrews, Francisco 
Navas and Julio Riquelme. Marcazzo and 
Riquelme are from Argentina, Nauas is from 
Ecuador and Miss Andrews is from the good 


old USA. Photo from Helio Marcazzo. 


to come up with such two strange oddi- 
ties as are intertwined in Adrian Catarzi’s 
life and his final execution of the triple 
from a fly-bar! 

To be listed as oddity number one is 
the fact that Adrian is a descendant of 
one of the oldest dynasty of performers 
in the circus world. Both his father and 
mother were members of that famous 
troupe of bareback riders, The Loyal- 
Repinskis, whose ancestry dates back 
umpteen generations! Traditionally, chil- 
dren of such families learn their acro- 
batics from their parents during early 
childhood — and usually follow in the 
specialty. By tradition Adrian 
should have become an outstanding rosin- 
back rider and voltiger. But he did not. 
Instead of learning the intricacies of 
acrobatics, he went to school to learn the 
intricacies of an education. 

Oddity number two is the fact that 
the man who taught Adrian how to turn 
a triple from the fly-bar is not even a 
professional in the full sense of the term. 
Basically, his profession is education. 
And though he can perform on a fly-trap, 
his activities as a performer are limited 
to the summer vacation months, during 
which he sometimes shares the spotlight 
with some of his 


Same 


students presenting 
various acts under the auspices of the 
University. His name? Addison Gilbert, 
36 years old, teacher by profession, per- 
former by avocation. 

Adrian was 15 years of age when those 
two oddities came together in a Sarasota 
high school and the young man climbed 
up to a fly-bar for the first time. That 
was 1958. Addison Gilbert was only 30— 
but had already been “summer-perform- 
ing’ on the fly-traps since 1950, includ- 
ing the summer of 1957. Together 
Catarzi and Gilbert learned the intrica- 
cies of the triple — from high school to 
the Florida University. 


Among professionals there were many 
who insisted that Adrian, regardless of 


his background and/or natural adapta- 
bility and physical endowments, could 
never execute the triple — because he 
was too tall. Actually his 5 foot 9% 
inches is the tallest of all flyers to date. 
Wayne Larey and Reggie Armor, at 5 
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The flying act with the Florida State Uni 


versity Circus features the triple by flyer 
Adrian Catarzi, on right and catcher Ivan 
Williams on left. Photo courtesy of Callaway 


Gardens. 


foot 7, and Lalo Palacio at 5 foot 74% 
were considered freaks! Young Catarzi at 
.5 foot 9% simply didn’t have a chance! 

Fortunately neither the pupil or his 
teacher thought it impossible. Their final 
answer came in the form of a triple per- 
fectly executed by Adrian in July of 
1963, with a fellow-student named Ivan 
Williams on the catch-bar. 

Since then, during the 9 weeks when 
The Flying Seminoles were performing 
through Florida and Georgia under the 
auspices of the University, Adrian 
Catarzi’s average ran better than 50% 

a remarkable score considering that 
the feat was attempted at every per- 
formance and that his first triple had 
been realized only a few weeks pre- 
viously. 

It seems ironical that a descendant of 
such an illustrious dynasty of rosinback 
the Loyal-Repinskis should 
have chosen to display his artistry on 
the fly-traps rather than on a rosinback. 
But even more ironical is the fact that, 
though endowed with the talents of 
becoming a great circus star, Adrian 


riders as 
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Catarzi has no intention of following 
family tradition and continue as a per- 
former. As of now he has no immediate 
answer regarding a professional career — 
except that he’s looking for some sort of 
“creative” type of occupation. We can 
only hope that he will change his mind 
so that all circophiles can continue to 
appreciate his artistry on the fly-bar! 

By now some readers might wonder: 
How come there has been no mention of 
such great flying acts as the Alizes, Zem- 
gannos, Cardonas, Croneras, Codreanos, 
Cutanos, Clerans, Escalantes, Leotaris, 
Ward-Bell, Fishers, Hartzells, Valentines, 
Meteors, Jarzzes and a host of other 
fine flying acts of the past and present 
eras. To be sure, such leapers as Pierre 
Alize, Jean Barret, Luciano and Romi 
Jarzz and many others were and/or are 
splendid fly-bar artists. But inasmuch as 
this devoted ex- 
clusively to the accomplishment of the 
triple, the names of many great per- 
formers had to be omitted in order to 
keep within the confines of the subject- 
matter. 

In reviewing the achievements of the 
many artists of the fly-bar who _ per- 
formed during that century’ which 
elapsed between Leotard’s first and Ca- 
tarzi’s and Francesco Luna’s last presen- 
tations, it becomes obvious that while 
legend would nominate many to the Hall 
of Fame, the facts would reduce the list 
to only a few. It certainly would be 
presumptuous for any one individual to 
take it upon himself to publicly list those 
artists whom he thinks qualify for the 
honor. That would just about start an 
international controversy even greater 
than the one which occurred in the early 
1930's regarding the leapers from the big 
springboard! 

However, if anyone is to nominate 
some of our fly-bar leapers to be listed 
as “immortals,” there are others, seldom 
mentioned by our historians and chronic- 
lers, who should be entitled to a place 
of honor with them. Such - sterling 
catchers as Charlie Clarke, Ed Ward, 
Sr., Lalo Codona, James Crocker, Lee 
Stath, Bob Yerkes, Billy Woodes and a 
few others should not be forgotten — 
for without them many a flyer may never 
have basked in the glory that belongs to 
both, the leaper and his catcher. 

This report cannot be concluded with- 
out an expression of thanks and apprecia- 
tion to the many friends who contributed 
to the sifting of the facts from the 
legends. We are specially indebted to 
Fay Alexander and Fred Valentine* 
without their invaluable assistance it 
would have been impossible to wade 
through the overwhelming mass of fic- 
tion and come up with a semblance of 
the facts. 

FOOTNOTE: 

Valentine 

his older 

latter 


series of articles is 


Born in 1910, 
learned the fly-traps 
brother, George, when 
a leaper with Paul 


Fred 
from 

the 
Sulli- 


Was 


Adrian Catarzi is shown at the peek of his 
triple during a performance at ihe Vallaway 
Gardens, Pine Mountain, Georgia, 

Photo courtesy of Callaway Gardens. 


van’s “Flying Sullivans” during the 
middle 1920's. Subsegently, Fred and 
four other brothers formed their own 
flying act; then in 1932 he went on 
his own. Today Fred Valentine is the 
“Dean of the fly-traps leapers. At age 
54, he is still performing the double- 
and-a-half and full twisters over the 
net with that same act known as “The 
Flying Valentines.” 

Inasmuch as no circus account can 
100% accurate, it Is quite pos- 
that the names of past or 
present performers may _ have _ been 
omitted inadvertently. It is also inevit- 
able that, in the future, other names will 
have to be added to the that 
exclusive “Triple Club’ —for as time 
marches on, there always will be new 
generations of performers dedicating 
themselves to greater achievements than 
those of their predecessors. 

Just how many more, like Ernie Lane 
and Genesio Amadori will be killed in 
action is not for any mortal to predict. 
How many others, like Alfredo Codona, 
Wayne Larey and Togni will 
have to give up promising careers as the 
result of torn crippling 
injuries also remains a moot question. 
Only one thing is certain: There will 
always be circus artists who will continue 
to risk life and limb in their dedication 
to excel in their art! 

And may God each and every 
one of them for the thrills and pleasures 
they have given us. Perhaps it was only 
for a fleeting moment. But during that 
short spell of and wonder as we 
watched their performances, they made 
it possible for millions of us to forget 
our personal troubles and worries — and 
for such fleeting spells of release, we all 
owe them our sincere gratitude. 

(TO BE CONTINUED. In the next 
issue: The Triple from the three bars). 
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Jorgen Christiansen Article, 
May-June, 1964 BW 
Charles H. Johnson of Los Angeles 
writes that he trouped with Mr. Chris- 
tiansen on Arthur Bros. in 1944-45 and 
on the Russell Bros. Circus in 1942-43 
commenting that he knew him well and 
that Christiansen was one of the very 
best with his wonderful liberty horse 
acts. Of special interest Johnson says 
that he a printed program that was 
when Christiansen the 
big act at the Los Angeles Coliseum dur- 
ing the “American Hisioiica: lew, 
Motion Picture Exposition and Monroe 
Doctrine Centennial,” July 2 to August 
4, 1923. The act “Famous 
30 Horse Equi-Curriculum, composed of 
horses from the Myaczkwiski Circus, 
Warsaw, Poland positively the first 
appearance in America of these greatest 
of all highly equines in the 
world.” The performance given 
nights only in the front end of the Coli- 
seum which seated about thirty thousand. 


Cole Bros., 1935-38, 


Mar.-Apr., 1964 BW 

Donald H. Shepard of Ho-Ho-Kus, 
N.J., gives an interesting piece of infor- 
mation in a letter in which he writes: 
“I read with great interest Gordon Pot- 
ler's article about the Cole Bros. Circus, 
You speak of the time that the train was 
cut back five cars in mid-season 1935 
and you add that you believe Allan King 
left the show at that time. I caught the 
show that year at Cumberland, Mary- 
land, Saturday, July 27, 1935, and I can 
verify ‘that both Allan King and the five 
cars left at the conclusion of that date. 
The show had played Altoona, Pa., on 
July 26, the day before Cumberland, 
then after the Cumberland stand made 
a Sunday run of 219 miles to Marietta, 
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Sells-Floto, 1924, Mar.-Apr., 
1964 BW 

Warren H. Wood of Hillsdale, N.J., 
remarks that he saw the tableau wagon 
with the running lioness carving on the 
side which was pictured on page 11 of 
the above mentioned article, in 1930 and 
1931 while it served as a ticket wagon 
on the Sells-Floto Circus. The carving 
itself had been removed and the wagon 
had been painted and lettered to adver- 
the show’s great feature attraction 
Tom Mix and Tony. Wood 
two superb close-up photos 
how the ticket wagon was 
painted for those two seasons. They 
printed here. (Ed. note: Although 
specific elaboration was made in the 
caption text a photo of the Running 
Lioness Tableau in its original form when 
it was on the Great Wallace Shows was 
printed on page 6 of the July-August, 
1964, Bandwagon. It was later remodeled 
at least once and probably twice before 
it took on the appearance 
the Wood photos). 
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RBBB Cage No. 75 at Circus Hall 
of Fame, Mar.-Apr., 1964 BW 
Gordon M. Potter of St. Joseph, Mich.., 

who has furnished Bandwagon with 

several excellent articles in the past and 
nearly always is able to furnish addi- 
tional historical information on various 
material used in the publication, has 
come forth again with some very highly 
interesting comments. He writes 
lows: “I have some further 
concerning the R-B No. 75 cage and the 
use of rubber tired wheels in general 
which may be of interest to Bandwagon 

This No. 75 cage of course was 

the first cage to be equipped with rubber 

tires. It was built for the 1935 season and 
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was 
on it. 
It was not- painted until 
boys had made a lot of changes on the 
show. The first few years it was just 
left aluminum with no paint. There is a 
story about the No. 75 cage in that it 
was supposedly built from blueprints 
and the aluminum fabricator was to have 
pre cut all pieces for its construction and 
sent them to Sarasota to be assembled. 
But Bill Yeske, the builder, 
got disgusted when things didn’t come out 
right and in the end threw away the 
blueprints and put the wagon together 
to suit himself. He was a rugged indi- 
vidualist who really knew wagon build- 
ing and this story sounds plausible. 

“The first wagon to be put on rubber 
on Ringling-Barnum (or any show I be- 
lieve) was the No. 12 baggage stock 
trapping wagon. In mid-season 1934 the 
axles were turned down and steel truck 
wheels on roller bearings were put on it 
with pneumatic tires. It just had four 
tires, not the 8 duals as later used on 
most wagons. Then in 1935 the light 
plant wagons were equipped with dual 
pneumatics, No. 110, 111, 112 and 126. 
However, No. 110 did not have only 
singles, just like the No. 12 wagon. 
Also 1935 was the year they got the big 
top Mack canvas trucks. These included 
No. 250 loader, and No. 251 and No. 
252 for canvas. The show added a flat 
car and dropped two cars of baggage 
stock. 

“The Cole hippo den at Baraboo re- 
minds me that 18 ft. long was not exces- 
sively large for a hip den. Ringling- 
Barnum built a second hippo den in 
1946 (I think) and it was numbered No. 
85 and was built the same size as their 
older one, No. 88. Both 20 
ft. long by 8 ft. wide.” 


built with rubber pneumatic tires 
It never did have steel tired wheels. 
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Jersey City, N.J., photo by Warren Wood 
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The following photos were furnished by 
Member Warren H. Wood of Hillsdale, N.J., 
and were taken on Sells-Floto in 1931 at the 
Jersey City, N.J., stand on June 19. Tom 
Mix, the famous movie cowboy, with his 
horse, Tony, was the feature attraction on 
the show for the 1929, 1930 and 1931 sea- 
sons. Mix was signed in 1929 while the 
show was still under ownership of the 
American Circus Corporation for a reported 
salary of $10,000 per week. His appearance 
drew such tremendous crowds that it was 
necessary in mid-season to add two addi- 
tional middle pieces to the big top and in- 
crease size of the show from 30 to 40 cars. 
Under Ringling ownership in 1930 to show 
was again on 40 cars using 1 advance, 9 
stocks, 19 flats and 11 coaches. The big top 
was a 160 ft. round with five 50 ft. middles. 
Although Mix’s popularity did not wane at 
all the depression which hit in 1930 caused 
the show to lose heavily as well as the other 
five Ringling owned circuses. In 1931 although 
attendance did not warrant it in most places 
the show as an economy move held over the 
big top used the year before and continued 
to use the 6 poler as shown here in Wood's 
fine shot showing it on the lot in Jersey City. 
The train in 1931 however was cut to 36 cars 
and according to the Havirland lists traveled 
that season on 1 advance, 9 stocks, 17 flats 
and 9 coaches. Wood's camera catches very 
dramatically the great thrill of seeing the 
first wagons, nearly always those of the 
cookhouse and dining department, being 
pulled to the lot by magnificent baggage 


horses in the early morning hours. 
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The above photos show the dining department wagons enroute to the lot being pulled by 
beautiful 6 and 8 horse hitches. No. 40 is the cookhouse steam boiler wagon. Sells-Floto Circus 


Jersey City, N.J., June 19, 1931. Photos by Warren H. Wood 





Huge 6 pole big top on Sells-Floto lot at To further supplement the pictorial coverage April, 1964, issue the following photographs 
Jersey City, N.J., June 19, 1931. Photo by of Chang Reynold’s article on the Sells-Floto from the Toby Tyler set are printed. Burt 
Warren H. Wood Circus in 1924 that appeared in the March- Wilson Collection 
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Minutes of the Business Meeting Alexander Irwin, Chicago member, for 
of the Circus Historical Society, Inc. bringing his antique toy circus wagons 


for exhibit and his calliope to Delavan’s 
Held in Delavan, Wisconsin, July 6, 1964 streets; to Carl Burleson, California 
member, for the beautiful color prints 
he donated as door prizes; to <, Fi Pox 
and the Circus World Museum, includ- 
Ihe meeting was officially called to to the Society, including the fact that jng Page Luckey; to the Schlitz Brew- 
order by Vice-President Robert Parkin he was the Society's first president, was ing Co. of Milwaukee; tg the manage- 
son at 9:00 A.M. Approximately forty signed by the membership present, to be ment of Clyde _ Beatty-Cole Circus; 
members were present Ihe members mailed to Don especially to W. Gordon Yadon and the 
stood in silent memory of the twelve Introduction of Division Directors and Delavant convention committee. 
members who had passed away during special guests included Richard E. Cono L. M. White suggested the formation 
the last year. Mayor Miller of Delavan ver, Gaylord Hartman, Frank Van Epps of a resolutions committee to present 
was then introduced and he addressed and Sam Brown, Past CFA President. all resolutions to the group. 
the group They all responded with short talks. Past Lt. Lee Allen Estes, Lexington, Ken- 
Upon consent of the membership, the presidents Betty Leonard and Fred Pfen-  tucky, and two other residents of Lexing- 
reading of the secretary's report was dis ing were presented. Then all in attend ton came to the convention Sunday in 
pensed with due to the fact that it was ance were asked to stand and introduce order to extend an invitation to the 
printed in its entirety in the July-August. themselves Circus Historical Society to hold its 1965 
1963, issue of Bandwagon Vice-President Robert Parkinson an- convention in their city, sometime in 
[he treasurer's report was then given nounced that 128 had been recorded atthe August, 1965 
and discussed. Upon motion of Wallace convention as members or guests. There Discussion of the possibility of holding 
\hIi berg, seconded by Richard Conover, were no communications and no old busi- the convention on the west coast fol 
the report was adopted and _ ordered ness. C. (¢ Day suggested that greater lowed. Difficulty of meeting together due 
recorded for audit recognition be given to Fred Buchanan Lo geographic reasons was mentioned 
[he secretary then read the president's as a circus man and to his accomplish- Following the comments of C. C. Day 
report as received from President Joseph ments in our noting of circus history suggesting the possibility of an organiza- 
Bradbury. In giving the Bandwagon re Gaylord Hartman asked when a new’ ton for the younger ones, as an incentive 
port, Fred Pfening emphasized that the directory would be printed. It will be for continuing in the CHS, it was pointed 
Organization must look forward to the issued before the end of the year. Upon out that the membership had six father 
time when the treasurer and the editor inquiry by Johny Vogelsang, it was stated and son combinations represented at the 
of Bandwagon must be aided in ther that President Bradbury was unable to convention. L. M. White emphasized 
work. A letter expressing regret that the — be present due to required military service the necessity of preservation and filing 
treasurer, Don Smith, was unable to at- in July of newspaper clippings of circus acci- 
tend and thanking him for his services Resolutions were presented thanking dents, incidents of the tour, etc., as a 
future source of history of the circus 
Emphasis was given the fact that as ours 
is a history-gathering and preservation 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT — JUNE 20, 1964 organization, each member should try to 
(From January 18, 1964) preserve and write the history of the 
RECEIPTS. circus in his section of the country. | 
$3,143.75 [he oldest member by membership 
number present (No. 5) was former 
president, Betty Leonard. The youngest 
was Gregg Parkinson. The member who 
Sale of back issues of Bandwagon 99.67 had come the greatest distance (1800 
Bandwagon advertising 134.50 miles) was Gordon D. Brown of Ed- 
monton, Alberta, Canada. 


Received from XENIA account—to close 
Membership dues 2,475.00 
Bandwagon subscriptions 208.40 


TOTAL RECEIPTS $6,061.32 


DISBURSEMENTS: Talks were given by Betty Leonard 
Bandwagon printing (two issues) 633.00 on the early history of the CHS; Richard 
Bandwagon typesetting (two issues) 526.95 E. Conover, collecting circus history: 
Bandwagon postage (two issues) 70.00 Frank Van Epps, the Circus World Mu- 
Bandwagon address plates 24.67 seum; Samuel Brown, Hunt Bros. Circus; 


, : sordo t slavi ‘ire 
Printed weatior, smbershie curds, leterkwads Y. Gordon Y adon, Delavan Circus His 
tory; John Kenzog, Jamestown, N.Y. 
Circus History, and Robert Parkinson, 
Circus Opposition Wars. Betty Leonard 


was given a standing ovation at the con- 
Security bond for treasurer 25.00 clusion of her talk. 


for ofticers, dues statements and envelopes, etc. 115.85 
Secretary expense, mostly postage 12.30 


Treasurer expense, mostly postage 55.00 


Bank charges, printed checks, rubber stamp 4.08 Special thanks were given to the Con- 
Refund to member for overpayment, back issues 7.15 vention Committee, Gordon Yadon Fred 
| Pfening, Jr. and Bob Parkinson, chair- 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $1,474.00 man and to the convention committee 
Special helpers, Chappie Fox, Sverre 


cates Braathen and Roland K. Wilde. 
BALANCE $4,587.32 =a A apes tai 5 
[he meeting was adjourned at 12:15 


(January/February Bandwagon costs paid from Xenia account) P.M 


Don F. Smith, treasurer Respectfully submitted by 


Chalmer Condon, Secretary 
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Chappie Fox, Past Vice President of the CHS and General Parade Chairman is shown here with 
28 of the wagons from the Circus World Museum, that appeared in the Schlitz parade that was 


a feature of the 1964 CHS Convention. Photo from Barkin, Herman & Associates. 


Those attending the convention, either 
in Milwaukee on the fourth or Delavan 
on the fifth and sixth, were: 

W. Gordon Yadon, Delavan, Wisc. 
Mr. and Mrs. Sverre Braathen, Madison, 

W ISC. 

Hallie Olstadt, Madison, Wisc 

Mitch Gorrow, Kenosha, Wisc. 

John H. Wilson, Ripon, Wisc. 

Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Hayden, Kenosha, 

Wisc. 

Charles Fairchild, Ft. Atkinson, Wisc. 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kitto, Beloit, Wisc. 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Binner, Oshkosh, 

Wisc. 

C. P. Fox, Baraboo, Wisc. 

James Keiffer, Baraboo, Wisc. 

Frank Van Epps, Portage, Wisc. 

Bob Parkinson, Cambridge, II. 

Greg Parkinson, Cambridge, Ill. 

Ken Fishleigh, Wheaton, III. 

Dave Myers, Sr., Waukegan, IIl. 

Dave Myers, Jr., Waukegan, Ill. 

Alex Irwin, Chicago, Ill. 

Mr. and Mrs. Selwyn Savage, 
Barrington, Ill. 

Steve Seipp, Park Ridge, IIl. 

Dr. H. H. Conley, Park Ridge, Ill. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Zweifel, Evanston, Ill. 

Howard Numbers, Riverdale, Ill. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Hohendale, 

Rochelle, Ill. 
Mr. and Mrs. 

11]. 

Mr. and Mrs. Marion Lewis, 

Champaign, Ill. 

Tom Parkinson, Champaign, IIl. 
Irving Rosenstein, Flossmore, II! 
Paul Ingressa, Joliet, Il. 

Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Sonnenberg, 
Prophetstown, Ill. (guests) 
Mr. and Mrs. Chalmer Condon, 

Logansport, Ind. 


Herman Linden, Aurora, 


Mr. and Mrs. Jorgen Christiansen, 
Rochester, Ind. 

L. C. Dobbins, Evansville, Ind. 

Ken Whipple, Indianapolis, Ind. 


Fred D. Pfening, Jr., Columbus, Ohio 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Sigman, 
Columbus, Ohio 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Conover. 
Xenia, Ohio 

Albert Conover, Xenia, Ohio 

Norman Senhauser, New 
Philadelphia, Ohio 

Robert Senhauser, New 
Philadelphia, Ohio 

Paul West, Uhrichsville, Ohio 

Ed Mehmert, Cincinnati, Ohio 

Ed Jones, Zanesville, Ohio 

Ben Kronberger, Cleveland, Ohio 

John Boyle, Cleveland, Ohio 

Miss Vicki Stiegler, Steubenville, Ohio 

Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Glotzbach, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Gorsuch, 
Waynesville, Ohio 

Charles Gorsuch, Waynesville, Ohio 

Myron Gandee, Youngstown, Ohio 

Lee Allen Estes, Lexington, Ky. (Guest) 

Mr. and Mrs. Baker Young, Athens, Ohio 

Mr. and Mrs. Don F. Smith, 
Detroit, Mich. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Gonzales, 
Utica, Mich. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Larson, 
Marenisco, Mich. 

Les Scott, Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Vogelsang, 
Niles, Mich. 

Mark H. Smith, South Pittsburgh, Tenn 

Mr. and Mrs. Gaylord Hartman, 
Washington, Pa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Leech, 
McKeesport, Pa. 


Earl Schmid, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Mr. and Mrs. James Hassen, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
louis Brusie, Saratoga Springs, N.Y. 
John C. Kunzog, Jamestown, N.Y 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Rusk, 
Charlestown, W. Va. 
Ft. Ed Sullivan, Roxbury, Mass. 
Dr. Gordon Brown, Edmonton, Alberta 
Mr. and Mrs. James Dunwoody, 
Moorestown, Pa. 
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Brown, 
Bridgeton, N.J. 
Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Ahlberg, 
St. Paul, Minn. 
Arthur Speltz, Albert Lea, Minn. 
William Narimore, Sarasota, Fla. 
Jack Painter, Shrevesport, La. 
Mr. and Mrs. John Holley, 
Shell Rock, lowa 
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Pike, 
Newton, lowa 
W. E. McFann, Cedar Rapids, lowa 
W. L. McFann, Cedar Rapids, lowa 
Mr. and Mrs. Orlo Rahn, 
Davenport, lowa 
L. M. White, Mexico, Mo. 
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Allen, Sikeston, Mo. 
Robert Sweet, Columbia, Mo. 
R. J. Gibbs, Kansas City, Mo. 
Mr. and Mrs. C. C. Day, Omaha, Neb 
Julian Jiminez, Atchinson, Kan. 
Bette Leonard, Wichita, Kan. 
Johnnie Marietta, Pittsburgh, Kan 
Paul Wissler, Hollywood, Calif. 
Dick Waring, Sacramento, Calif. (guest ) 
Mike Sporrer, Redmond, Wash. 
Dr. Ralph Hartmen, San Antonio, Texas 
Jack McCracken, McArthur, Calif. 
Louis R. Maas, Ottumwa, Iowa 
Robert Bradley, Madison, Wisc. 
Robert Nelson, Warrenton, Va. 
Herbert Hoyt, Joplin, Mo. 
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